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FITTING TRIBUTE: An F-111 receives 

a guard of honour as it is towed off the 
parade ground at the 'Pigs' Tales' official 
farewell parade at RAAF Base Amberley on 
December 3. Photo: LACW Sandra Midson 


Era ends for the iconic Pig 
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IN AWE: Right, 
the crowd 
enjoys the final 
F-111 aerobatic 
handling 
display, above, 
during the end- 
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5 Commander-in-Chief of the 
fosse Defence Force; 

L extend a warm season's 
greetings and congratulate all Royal 
Australian Air Force personnel on à 
successtul year. 

The Air Force has again demon- 
strated the highest levels of dedica- 
tion, prafessionalism and adapt- 
ability ina year af consistently high 
operational tempo, both at home and 
abroad. 

I. have had many wonderful 
interactions with our Air Force this 
year. In April, | was transported 
by C-130 Hercules aircraft from 
A] Minhad Air Base in the United 
Arab Emirates to Tarin Kot and 
Kandahar air bases in Afghanistan, 
where among other things, | bad 
the pleasure of visiting the Heron 
Detachment. In May, at RAAF 
Base Tindal, 1 toured 758QN 


iristmas messages 


Governor-General Quentin Bryce 


and enjoyed lunch with service 
personnel. In August, at RAAF 
Base Townsville, I presented the 
Governor-General's banner to 
27SQN and a Squadron Colour to 
1AOSS. and in September I toured 
RAAF Base Wagga where T met 
the staff and recruits of 1 Recruit 
Training Unit. 

In each of these experiences, | 
have been impressed with the devo- 
tion to duty, commitment to service 
and outstanding character of our 
personnel. T met Air Force men and 
women who were getting the job 
done, often under demanding cir- 
cumstances, both on operations and 
in training. 

While a number of you will 
spend Christmas at home; others will 
remain on duty in locations through- 
out Australia and overseas: І hope 
those of you away find some time 


EXTEND my best wishes and 
season's greetings to you and 
your families: 

Since becoming Defence 
Minister in September, I haye had 
the pleasure of meeting a range of 
Defence personnel, both here and 
overseas. 

Two weeks into my term 
as Defence Minister, I vis- 
ited Australian troops serving in 
Afghanistan. This helped me gain a 
better understanding of the condi- 
tions that our personnel are facing. 
We have great pride in the men and 
women who are working hard every 
day to help bring about the peace 
and stability of a country that needs 
the international community's assis- 
tance. 

АРЕ personnel are also playing 
a significant role in peacekeeping 
missions їп our region and fur- 


Farewell, Rod 


Last 2010 edition 


This is the last edition of Air Force News for 
2010. The first edition next year is February 
3, with contributions required by January 19. 
Send your story and high resolution images 
to raafnewsG defencenews.gov.au 


Editorial team 


Acting Director 
David Edlington: (02) 6265 4650 
david edlington@defencenews.gov.au 


Editor 

Simone Liebelt: (02) 6265 2253 
Mobile: 0400 003792 

simone, liebelt@defencenews.gov.au 


Deputy Editor and sport 
John Martin: (02) 6265 7219 
john.martingdefencenews.gov.au 
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ther afield. We have ADF members 


serving in East Timor, the Solomon 
Islands and Sudan. 

Over the past vear, the ADF has 
also delivered life-saving humanitar- 
ian and emergency assistance to the 
people of Haiti, Fiji and Pakistan, 
building on a proud tradition of 
humanitarian response to disasters in 
our region and beyond. 

As I travel around bases and sites 


S another year 15 coming to 

a close, I wish to express my 

gratitude to all of you for the 

contribution you have made 
to the ADF m 2010. 

Г am very proud to lead the ADF 
and I am always impressed by your 
professionalism and commitment to 
getting the job done. 

2010 has been another year of 
high-tempo operations during which 
thousands of you deplayed to 12 
operations overseas. 

In Afghanistan, we continued to 
mentor and train the ANA 4" Brigade, 
contribute to capacity-building in 
Uruzgan, blunt the insurgency and 
take back areas traditionally held by 
the Taliban. In Timor-Leste and the 
Solomon Islands we have progres- 
sively drawn down our troop contri- 
bution due to the continuing stable 
security situations in both countries. 
Our smaller contributions to various 
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ACM Angus Houston - 


to celebrate the festive season, sup- 
ported by the knowledge that your 
commitment is highly valued and 
respected by all Australians. 
Michael and I take this opportu- 
nity on behali of all Australians to 
express our deep appreciation to all 


in Australia, Tam impressed by the 
commitment, focus and professional- 
ism of the men and women who work 
in Defence, both military and civilian. 

In a speech to the House of 
Representatives on November 25. 1 
placed on record my thanks to the men 
and women of Defence including CDF 
ACM Angus Houston and the Secretary 
of the Department Dr Ian Watt for the 
invaluable work you do m Australia’s 
national security interests. 

For most of us the festive sea- 
son is a time spent with family and 
loved ones. At this time, we keep in 
our thoughts those who are on duty 
abroad in Afghanistan, the Middle 
East, Egypt, Iraq, Sudan, the Solomon 
Islands and East Timor. Australia 
is thankful for your service, as it is 
thankful to all those who serve the 
nation's defence. You are part of a 
proud Australian tradition going back 


United Nations Missions have pro- 
gressed well, as has our part in whole- 
of-government efforts to protect our 
borders and offshore maritime inter- 
ests. During 2010, we also contributed 
to two humanitarian operations in 
Haiti, following an earthquake, and 
Pakistan, following severe floods. 

You can take great pride in your 
efforts and the many successes we 
have achieved both here in Australia 
and overseas this year. Thank you for 
your hard work and dedication. 

1 also want to thank your families 
for the love and support they have 
given vou and the sacrifices that they 


Royal Australian Air Force person- 
nel, partners, friends and family 
members who provide such invalu- 


able: support, 


May you have a Merry Christmas. 
and Happy New Year, апай а ваїс 
return for those deployed overseas. 


more than a century and its impor- 
tance does not diminish. 

Christmas will, of course, be a 
very difficult time for 21 families 
who will be reminded that their 
loved one — a son, father, husband 
or partner — is not with them. For 
10 families this will he a terrible 
time because il will be the first 
Christmas where their loved one 
will be missing. 

We remember the brave young 
Australians who have lost their 
lives serving their country. Our 
eternal gratitude continues and the 
nation’s thoughts are with their 
families and friends at this time. 

1 wish all the members and their 
families a peaceful Christmas and 
a safe and happy new year. I look 
forward to а productive 2011 and 
to working with you to meet the 
challenges of the year ahead. 


have made during the year. I deeply 
appreciate it as I know you do. 
Finally, more than 3700 of you will 


be separated from your families over the 


Christmas period. My thoughts will be 
with you and your families during the 
festive season. I know how hard it is to 
be away from your loved ones. 


Many of you will also be packing up 


and moving to a new location. This too 
can be challenging, but I encourage you 
to embrace the opportunities this brings. 


My wife Liz and I wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. May 2011 bring you good 


health, happiness and success. 
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WOF JJ Millar 


'DAY all. 2010 is coming to 
a close with a rush. 
The Christmas parties 
are starting so that means 
the year is nearly done. 

It has been a busy year for our 
Air Force as it continues to conduct 
missions in the MEAO, Op Resolute 
and Op Pakistan Assist |1 as well as 
conducting exercises in Australia and 
around the world. 

It has been another year of long 
hard hours to deliver our respective 
capabilities. 

We have introduced new platforms 
in among this and seen off our old, 
faithful F-111s. They are being ably 
replaced with the new Super Hornets 

CAF and | have just returned home 
from our annual visit to our deployed 
members in the MEAO. 

As usual we have some talented 
people over there doing some great 
things for us, conducting operations 
day in and day out to ensure the ADF 
mission is a success. 

We are also conducting operations 
alongside our coalition partners who 
only have high praise for the ADF and 
our Air Force. 

This is a true reflection of your 
professionalism and dedication to your 
duties and for that | thank you for your 
hard work. 

| really enjoyed talking with you in 
your respective locations. 

Thank you for all your efforts. 

For those who are about to depart 
on deployment, | hope you enjoy your 
tour and know you all will continue 
with the professionalism displayed by 
those currently deployed. 

Christmas is a hard time to be away 
from family and friends; however your 
new deployed family will ensure it is a 
special time. 

For all members who are on duty 
over the Christmas period, whether 
here in Australia or deployed; thank 
you for your service. 

For those members who are trav- 
elling for either holidays or moving 
on posting over the holiday period, 
travel safely and please enjoy the weli- 
deserved break. 

My wife Di and | would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. Stay safe and | look 
forward to catching up with everyone 
next year. 

It already looks like being an excit- 
ing year in our Air Force — and it is our 
90^ anniversary. 


T HAS been an exciting 

year for Air Force, We have 
successfully conducted op- 
erations and exercises across 
Australia and the world, wel- 
comed new capabilities, retired 
old ones, and re-thought how we 


can do our work more efficiently. 


A lot has been asked of Air 
Force in the past 12 months. 
Once again you have delivered, 
Everyone in the Air Force — the 
PAF, reservists and the APS, 
along with our industry partners 
— should be very proud of what 
has been achieved. 

In capability terms, Air Force 
welcomed its first E/A-18F 
Super Hornets on to home soil at 
Amberley. These were the first 
new air combat platforms in a 
quarter of a century, The Super 
Hornets are now an operational 
capability and will serve us well 
until we fully transition to the 
Joint Strike Fighter. 

Early in 2010, RAAF Heron 


CAF AIRMSHL Mark Binskin 


operations began in the Middle East. 
In May, Air Force welcomed the 
Wedgetail into service. The Wedgetail 
and the KC-30s will be major force 
multipliers for the Air Force of the 
future. There were acquisitions for Air 
Lift Group also, with 38SQN receiv- 
ing its new King Air Interim Light 
Transports. 

We have just farewelled the 
F-1 Lis, and recognised all the hard 
work that went into flying and sup- 
porting them during their 37-year 
service. 

Air Force provides crucial contri- 
butions to global operations. This year 
more than 1200 Air Force personnel 
deployed on operations Haiti Assist, 


service and have flown more than 
1750 missions, involving 16,500 
flying hours. The C-130s surpassed 
20,000 hours since the MEAO detach- 
ment started in 2003, The C-17A 
aircraft have recorded 100 missions 


Kruger, Slipper, Resolute, Astute, 
Tower, Anode, Azure and Pakistan 
Assist lI. All of the FEGs have been 


involved and more than 100 reservists 


deployed on these operations. 
The AP-3C and C-130 detach- 


ments in the MEAO reached signifi- 
cant milestones. The Orions achieved 
seven years of continuous operational 


in the Middle East, just over a year 
and 4500 tonnes since their first intra- 
theatre task. 

Air Force's Heron Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft detachment is sup- 
porting the Australian Mentoring 
Task Force and Special Operations 
Task Group in Afghanistan. Thc 
RAAF has flown more than 3000 


Heron hours since the start of the 
year. 

Exercise Pitch Black 2010 was 
the RAAF's premier air combat train- 
ing exercise for 2010. We also par- 
ticipated in a wide range of exercises 
including Red Flag, Bersama Shield, 
Rajawali Ausindo, Kakadu, Singaroo, 
Combined Strength and Willoh. 

The key challenge in 2011 will be to 
continue the high tempo ops and схсг- 
cises while working more deeply to fun- 
damentally reform the way we go about 
our day-to-day business throueh the Air 
Force Improvement Pragram. However, 


while we consider how to improve 
our processes at all levels, I must 
continue Io emphasise that safety 
and airworthiness will not be com- 
promised, 

Next year, Air Force turns 
90. My theme for our 90" year is 
"Tradition, Innovation, Evolution’, 
which reflects our proud history. 
how we do business today and 
our transition to next-generation 
platforms and technologies. The 
Avalon air show in early March 
will be the centrepiece of our anni- 
versary activities, however there 
will be modest commemoration 
activities also held on our bases. 

When looking back over 
the year, you should all feel 
proud that we have continued 
to deliver world-class air power 
on operations around the globe, 
Considering the high workload 1 
expect next year, | hope that you 
can have a break over Christmas 
and spend time with your family 
and friends. My wife Gitte and 
I wish you all a safe and Happy 
Christmas and look forward to 
seeing you in 2011. 


Challenges for 2011 


Michael Weaver 


CAF AIRMSHL Mark Binskin says 
the key challenge for 2011 is to 
maintain operational tempo. while 
Air Force gets deaply into strategic 
reform and continues to deliver on 
new capabilities. 

"We need to examine every 
facet of our business. in partner- 
ship. with all Defence groups and 
industry, to increase the effective- 
ness of our capability.” AIRMSHL 
Binskin said. 

"This is about fundamental 
reform, not just cost-cutting. And 
at the same time, safety and airwor- 
thiness will not be compromised. 

"While we're doing all that, 
we've got to maintain the current 
operational tempo, because our 
primary job is operations and the 
MEAO is going to continue to be a 
focus, 

“Regionally, we're also going 
to have some increased exercise 
interaction. There's also no doubt 
that we'll have some humanitarian 
operations — based on experience, 
it’s going to happen.” 

AIRMSHL Binskin said the 
challenges of the Strategic Reform 
Program (SRP) will be a key focus 
with the delivery of reforms. While 
not a part of SRP, the Combat 
Support Group (CSG) reorganisa- 
tion will Беа priority next year. 

The lessons learnt from more 
than 10 years of operations for CSG 
will be put into practice, with a 
phased transition to its future struc- 
ture. 

“We can't do air operations 
around the globe withoul having 
the essential support from CSG;" 
AIRMSIIL Binskin said. 

"On SRP, we are going lo ramp 
up and deliver more — we have to. 

"But as I often say to pcople, 
don't focus on the real big ticket 
items. 

"There's a lot of day-to-day 
items and processes that will 
provide us with the Air Force 
Improvement reforms we need to 
fund the future source. 

"One of our goals is to Improve 
our processes so that we achieve 
our outcomes with less etfort, thus 
building resilience back into our 
organisation, allowing for surge 
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1 Dance 
capacity, training and other oppor- 
tunities. 

"As far as our capabilities go, 
the remainder of our Super Hornet 
fleet will arrive in 2011. I will be 
looking to get IOC (initial operating 
capability) for our KC-30 Tankers 
by the end of next year and that 15 
going to be a significant capability 
for us, The KC-30s will fundamen- 
tally change the way we do business. 
Additionally, more of the Wedgetails 
will come into service.” 

AIRMSHL Binskin said smart 
sustainment is another key reform 
stream that will reduce the cost of 
delivering Air Force capability and 
establish the environment for suc- 
cessfully supporting Force 2030. 

Smart savings targets will be 
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ngat ing. ofw 
of the team at 1RTU. een the way we 
lected across the Air Force. 


underpinned by tightening the 
working relationships between Air 
Force, DMO and industry, adoption 
of LEAN practices and establishing 
a continuous improvement culture 
across the Air Force — РМО team. 

“I think we've spent a lot of 
effort in the last 12 months refin- 
ing overall Air Force Improvement 
and how it can support our involve- 
ment with the SRP. We've now 
positioned ourselves to jump into it 
boots and all — in fact we're going 
to have to. 

"Next year there's going to be 
a lot of hard work in the strate- 
vic reform space. But we're well 
positioned to do it. 1 think we've 
thought and planned it out well and 
now we're ready to get on with it” 


à PRESTIGE ACCOMMODATION 
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Roulettes’ 
busy 
itinerary 
» East Sale 
= tm > Ballarat 
» Broken Hill 
> Coober Pedy 
> Uluru 
» Alice Springs 
» Tennant 
| . ES ' Creek 
LAC Aaron Curran with the Indonesian Jupiters Aerobatic 
Team help to foster stronger rela- > Tindal 
THE Roulettes were well satisfied toms.” he said. А » Darwin 
CG Re Р iur The Australian Embassy's Chargé K 
with their recent trip to Indonesia, via d'Affaires. Paul Robilliard. said ii » Kupang 
central Australia. was exciting to have the Roulettes in (West 
From October 31 to November АН Тітог) 
19, the коше Took eight онези “The ongoing cooperation between Bali 
from RAAF Base East Sale to cen- tho Australian and Indonesian Air > Ba 
tral Australia, Northem Territory and Force complements the strong rela- » Surabaya 
locations in Indonesia. tionship between our two countries,” » Jakarta 
The Roulettes completed a total of wr Robilliard said. à 
31 flights comprising 42.7 flying hours. At the Military Expo in Jakarta, the > Bali 
It was the first isi oed trip for the Indonesian President Susilo Bambang » Kupang 
aerobatic team since 2008. А Yudhoyono had his eves to the sky » Broome 
- Roulette Leader SONLDR Glenn watching the Roulettes do what they 
Canfield said the flights for the һауе been doing well for years. > Halls Creek 
PC-9A were relatively long. “The hospitality shown from » Alice Springs 
“We had logistic support from the Indonesian officials, TNI-AU » Woomera 
a C-130H and KA350 King Air" (Indonesian Air Force) and local Ь 
SQNLDR Canfield said. people was outstanding," SQNLDR > Mildura 
“The Here provided movement of Canfield said. > East Sale 


some larger items while the KA350 
provided high frequency and radar 
coverage for the international legs. 
“Generally the aircraft. performed 
well in Indonesia, although with the 
high temperatures and humidity, there 
was limited excess aircraft performance 
available to the pilots on the wing.” 
SQNLDR Canfield said, the high- 
light of the trip was being able to do 
a display for large numbers of people. 
"The international engagements 


WELCOME: Above, Indonesia's 
Secretary General for Defence 
AIRMSHL Eris Herryanto speaks to 
FLTLT Tim Borella. 


DOMES AND LOOPS: 
Right, the Roulettes start 


The Roulettes not only received 
visits from the TNI-AU Acting Chief, 
AIRMSHL Sukirno, but also from 
Coordinating Minister for Political, 
Legal and Security Affairs ACM 
Djoko Suyanto (ret'd) and Secretary 
General of Defence AIRMSHL Eris 
Heryanto. ACM Suyanto is a gradu- 
ate of CFS's No 76 Flying Instructors 
Course and AM Heryanto is a gradu- 
ate of the ADF's Centre for Defence 
and Strategic Studies. 


ROCK SOLID: The Roulettes fly in wedge formation at 


Uluru. 


Photos: CPL Steve Duncan 
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VIP SPECTATOR: Indonesian President 


Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono watches the 
Roulettes. 


a loop at Kata Tjuta (The 
Olgas), 


FLYING GEMS: The Roulettes fly over Coober Pedy 
where they performed. 


MILITARY COMPENSATION 


Slater & Gordon can help you 
with military compensation claims, 
reconsiderations and appeals. 


[e 


TOGETHER: Above, the Roulettes 
and Jupiters join hands for a quick 
photo opportunity. 


Slater& 
Call 1800 555 777 or visit ( rordon 
www.slatergordon.com.au ш [дуу 


DESTINATION: Right, Опе 
of the Roulettes on finals at 
Jakarta airport. 


New South Wales | Queensland | Western Australia | Australian Capital Territory 
South Australia | Tasmania | Victoria | NOW IN TOWNSVILLE & IPSWICH 
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TOO MUCH TO SWALLOW: The quick- shinking Gerald Diffey with Deuce, 
whose rubber playthings have been replaced with larger toys. 


QUICK thinking and wide experience in 
military working dog (MWD) handling 
has saved a dog’s life, even though it 
cost the rescuer a badly bitten hand. 

On October 27, Gerard Diffey from 
the MWD supply flight and CPL Jarrod 
Date from the MWD training section al 
the RAAF Security.and Fire School at 
RAAF Base Amberley were conducting 
a training exercise with Recruit Dog 
Deuce, 

After the exercise, which included 
two rubber balls, Deuce retired to a 
shady spot to play with one of the balls. 

CPL Date said that suddenly the dog 
stood up, his neck and back arched with 
his mouth “unnaturally wide open”. 

“I then noticed there was no sign 
of the ball he had been chewing.” CPL 
Date said. 

The two men were horrified to dis- 
cover that Deuce had swallowed the 
ball. Worse, it was stuck in his throat, 
causing him considerable distress. 

Mr Diffey and CPL Date tried to 
remove the ball from the dog's throat 
by massaging it but these efforts proved 
fruitless as Deuce moved away and 
tried to dislodge the ball himself. 

“By this time he was frothing at the 
mouth; getting more and morc frantic 
trying to cough it out. I realised that 
there was no way he was going to be 
able to remove the ball himself,” he 
said, 

They put the dog in a vehicle to take 
it to a vet but as they did so Deuce lost 
consciousness. 

They immediately put him careful- 


ly on the ground and while CPL Date 
endeavoured to hold his jaws open, Mr 
Diffey pushed his hand deep down into 
the dog's throat to free the ball and 
extract it. As he did so, Deuce. who was 
now semi-conscious, shut his mouth, 
clamping. his jaws and puncturing Mr 
Diffey's hand. 

Deuce then lapsed back into uncon- 
sciousness with glazed eyes and a deep- 
purple tongue; time was running ош. 

Although in considerable pain, Mr 
Diffey tried again and this time man- 
aged to remove the ball. 

The two men then realised that 
although he had a heartbeat, Deuce was 
not breathing. Mr Diffey started mouth- 
to-nose resuscitation, and eventually 
Deuce started breathing again. 

"After a minute or two while he 
caught his breath, I assisted Deuce 
to slowly stand and then walked him 
around to help him recover. 

"Without Gerry's quick thinking 
and selflessness of placing himself 
in а position of getting bitten to save 
Deuce's life and also his quick thinking 
to commence mouth-to-nose, Deuce 
would certainly not have survived this 
incident. I am forever in your debt, 
Gerry," CPL Date said. 

Section head FSGT Alan Grossman 
said that without Mr Diffey's quick 
thinking from his vast experience in 
all aspects of dog training, husbandry 
and first aid, Deuce would have not sur- 
vived the incident. 

Deuce has made a full recovery. 
However, CPL Date has replaced the 
balls with two larger toys. 
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NO TIME FOR SECOND THOUGHTS: MWD handler CPL Jarrod 
Date at RAAF Base Amberley. 


Photo: LAC Aaron Currran 


When military working dog Deuce 


swallowed a rubber ball and lapsed 


into unconsciousness with glazed 
eyes and a deep-purple tongue, 
there was just one thing to be 
done. Andrew Stackpool reports. 


Term 
12 months 
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IN BRIEF 


Super excited 


WITH 6SQN's first Super Hornets 
due to arrive in Australia before 
Christmas, it’s an exciting time 

for FLTLTs Tim Nelson and Bryce 
Solomon who have been selected as 
one of the first BSQN Super Hornet 
instructor crews. The pair has been 
on conversion since August. All F/A- 
18F Super Hornet aircrew are work- 
ing on the development of the opera- 
tional conversion course under the 
leadership of 1SQN Training Flight 
Commander, SQNLOR John Haly. 
The Super Hornet conversion coursa 
comprises several phases, including 
air-to-alr and air-to-surface. "The 
course was professional, thorough 
and rapid," FLTLT Nelson said. "But 
the highlight by far was doing basic 
fighter manoeuvres in the new jets." 


Darwin probe 


DEFENCE Science and Personnel 
Minister Warren Snowdon says 

he is investigating options for the 
future use of housing at RAAF Base 
Darwin. Defence completed a stra- 
tegic review on all of its property in 
Darwin in 2009, which concluded 
that there is a continuing strategic 
need to retain the housing land at 
RAAF Base Darwin to accommodate 
future Defence capability and con- 
tingency needs, Mr Snowdon has 
asked Defence to review the land use 
requirements."This review will allow 
the Government to make a judge- 
meant about how to proceed. It will 
allow us to look at how we can best 
use that land," Mr Snowdon said 
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AB Melanie Schinkel 


CPL Adrian Skewes is part of the three- 
man team at Kandahar Airfield (KAF) 
which coordinates the movements of all 
Australian task groups throughout the 
MEAO as well as working with coali- 
tion partners. 

Up to three C-130s arrive at KAF 
every day and, depending on opera- 
tional tempo, they shift between 20 
and 400 ADF personnel in and out of 
theatre cach week. 

CPL Skewes is part of the Joint 
Movement Control Office (IMCO) 
which uses KAF as a site to shift cargo 
and passengers. 

The team members start their day 
early to ensure the aircraft is where it 
should be and that the correct numbers 
of passengers arrive and аге briefed for 
check-in. 

The team is headed by JMCO KAT 
platoon commander LT Alexander 
Spence. 

"Leading up to the colder months 
it’s fairly quiet, but we have just come 
out of one of our busiest periods, so 
both my troops are enjoying a well- 
earned rest." LT Spence said. 

“My role here is to look after the 
soldiers” well-being and administration, 
as well as oversee all the movement 
operations from KAF, Tarin Kot and 
Kabul. 

"| also facilitate with any complex 


It's fantastic to 
work with so many 
nations, but you 
have to learn a lot 
of different pro- 
cesses because they 
all do things 
differently. 


movements that may arise such as 
transporting fatalities and urgent travcl 
back to Australia for compassionate or 
medical reasons.” 

They also assist personnel in return- 
ing to Australia. 

CPL Skewes is one of only two 
Air Force personnel within JMCO in 
the MEAO. The other member is SGT 
John McDonald, who is based at the 
JMCO at Al Minhad Air Base. 

“My job is to co-ordinate the move- 
ments of Australian personnel who 
travel on coalition ISAF aircraft,’ CPL 
Skewes said. 

“Its fantastic to work with so many 
nations, but you have to learn a lot of 
different processes because they all do 
things differently. 

“I have been able to do things we 
don't do back in Australia. Fm general- 
ly answering questions about relief out 
of country leave or relief out of country 
fare assistance travel, and receiving 
movement requests from personnel" 
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ALL ABOARD: CPL Adrian Skewes with bag tags he issues to 

passengers on a flight out of Kandahar Airfield; inset, movements 

operator PTE Michael Griffin escorts passengers to a RAAF C-130. 
Photos: AB Jo Dilorenzo 


and training to my troops,” he said. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927623 


There's never a dull day for CPL Robert Busby who is based at Kandahar Airfield in southern 
Afghanistan. The communications information systems controller from RAAF Base Tindal is working 
with coalition, ADF and welfare networks. “During this deployment | hope to continue expanding my 
knowledge by working with different systems and coalition forces and | also hope to provide support 


Approval 
for new 
uniform 


SGT Andrew Hetherington 


TROOPS deployed to Afghanistan 
will have a new uniform to wear 
when patrolling outside their bases. 

They will wear a multicam pat- 
lerned uniform during a one-year 
trial after Special Operations. Task 
Group soldiers gave it the thumbs 
up after wearing it in combat. 

Defence Materiel Minister 
Jason Clare announced this at 
the Land Warfare Conference in 
Brisbane on November 19, 

Mr Clare said the feedback 
from Special Forces troops ~ who 
have trialled the combat uniform 
over the past year — was extremely 
positive. 

“The camouflage pattern pro- 
vides troops with greater levels of 
concealment across the range of 
terrains in Afghanistan — urban, 
desert and green.” he said. 

“It also makes it easier for our 
troops to do their job.” 

The multicam shirt and trou- 
sers have innovative features which 
make them safer and more comfort- 
able to wear than other uniforms. 

The shirt and trousers have 
elbow and knee pads to reduce 
soft tissue injuries; are cooler and 
designed to be worn under body 
armour; have a padded waistband 
to make it more comfortable under 
webbing or a field pack; and have 
more pockets and a stretch fabric 
at the joints. 

Mr Clare said Defence 
placed an urgent order to the US 
to get the uniforms to troops in 
Afghanistan as quickly as possible. 

“I have also instructed the 
Defence Materiel Organisation to 
pursue the purchase of a licence 
to provide for the potential manu- 
facture of this uniform in Australia 
if the extended trial is successful,” 
Mr Clare said. 


Here comes the sun in Kandahar 


Photo: AB Jo Dilorenzo 


AB Melanie Schinkel 


THE first Australian-operated Нет- 
on Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) 
continues to achieve milestones, 
recently. reaching 3000 hours of 
operations supporting Australian, 
Afghan and International Security 
Assistance Forces (ISAF) in Af- 
ghanistan. 

The Heron detachment arrived 
in Afghanistan in July 2009 to 
provide a high resolution intelli- 
gence, surveillance and reconnais- 
sance (ISR) capability in support of 
Australian and coalition troops. 


‘GETTING READY: Final 
checks are conducted. 


Heron Detachment Commander 
WGCDR Bob Morris said that a 
typical mission could last between 
15 to 19 hours. 

"It's quite a long time to be air- 
borne. I split my team in half so 
they can cover the whole period. 
The team primarily comprises 
Air Force personnel, but we have 
three Army members and our first 
RAN sailor in this detachment," 
WGCDR Morris said. 

"Heron's primary role is to be 
the eyes in the sky for the troops 
on the ground. Common missions 
include monitoring patterns of 


ON ITS WAY AGAIN: FSGT Barry 
McCrabb watches the Heron as it 
taxis down the runway at Kandahar 


Airfield 


SOS ee i 


life and conducting route clear- 
ances to make sure the enemy 
isn't planning ambushes or plant- 
ing IEDs. 

*By looking over the fence and 
down the road, we try to keep our 
troops out of harm's way.” 

In many missions, Heron's 
involvement has prevented injury 
and saved the lives of Australian, 
Afghan and ISAF personnel. 

Heron is a one-tonne aircraft 
capable of medium altitude, long 
endurance flights. It was select- 
ed afler a detailed examination of 
off-the-shelf, low risk ISR systems 


Photos: AB Jo Dilarenzo 


available to be quickly deployed to 
Afghanistan. 

Heron's long endurance char- 
acteristic enhances the ADF's 
operational ISR capabilities in 
Afghanistan, provided by Air Force 
AP-3Cs and Army's Scan Eagle 
tactical RPA 

Heron uses leading-cdge tech- 
nology to boost force protection 
by providing ground commanders 
with live situational awareness. 

The Australian detachment has 
been integrated into the alrcady 
established coalition Heron 
Detachment in Afghanistan. 
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Frontline Defence Services Customer Satisfaction Survey. 
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ALL HANDS: Canadian MacDonald, Dettwiler and Associates (MDA) 
contractors conduct pre-flight checks on a Heron Remotely Piloted Aircraft 

at Kandahar Airfield as Air Force detachment members stand by to provide 
assistance in the background. Photo: AB Jo Dilorenzo 
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Dating from its establishment as the A.I.F Canteen Services in 1915 through to 
its current trading name, Frontline Defence Services, the Army and Air Force 
Canteen Service continues to provide canteen services in support of Army & 
Air Force personnel & their families, both during peacetime and times of 
conflict. 

Our name may have changed but our purpose and commitment to supporting 
the Defence community has not. 


LJ 


Seasons greetings rom TK. 


CPL Phil Nicoll from 1 Airfield Operations Support Squadron gets in 
some practice for the festive season while serving at the Multinational 
Base at Tarin Kot in Uruzgan province, Afghanistan. 

Photo: CPL Christopher Dickson 


During 2011, our commitment to you is to improve the quality of our 
products, our standards of services and the appearance of our canteens. 
The financial returns to members through vending commissions, 
sponsorship and direct support will also be increased 
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Daddy 
stays 


AB Melanie Schinkel 


AS HE coordinates BRIG Bruce 
Scott's personal security and protec- 
tion requirements for senior visits in 
southern Afghanistan, SGT Peter Ma- 
digan wails for news from Australia on 
the birth for his first son. 

Although at time of print SGT 
Madigan's son had not arrived, by 
the time he returns home from his 
six-month deployment at Kandahar 
Airfield (KAF), his boy will already 
be five months old; 

“I'm pretty excited. We haven't 
decided what his name is going to be 
yet.’ SGT Madigan said. 

An airfield defence guard from 
RAAF Base Amberley's 2 Airfield 
Defence Section (AFDS). SGT 
Madigan has served in the Air Force 
for 11 years and now works as BRIG 
Scott's Close Personal Protection 
Officer. 


EVER ALERT: 
SGT Peter 
Madigan guards 
the armoured and 
technologically 
advanced Toyota 
Land Cruiser, 
at Regional 
Command South 
Kandahar Airfield. 
Phota: AB Jo 
Dilorenzo 


“BRIG Scott is the first Australian 
officer to hold the position of Deputy 
Commanding General for Force 
Development for Headquarters 
Regional Command South,” SGT 
Madigan said. 

“My job is to provide him with 
close personal protection when he 
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MEETINGS ACROSS THE COUNTRY: SGT Madigan watches 
over BRIG Bruce Scott at a police graduation ceremony. 


travels. 1 look after his movements, 
which involves arranging his protec- 
tion for diplomatic or representational 
visits throughout Afghanistan. 

"It can be pretty challenging at 
times but we are working with some 
real professionals over here and we 
are well prepared." 


SGT Madigan completed. the 
Close Personal Protection Operators 
Course with Army Military Police at 
the Defence Police Training Centre 
in Sydney. The course provides high- 
level training in soldiering, marks- 
manship, military tactical planning 
and diplomacy. 


His position takes him across the 
country to sit in on meetings between 
Afghan National Army and Afghan 
National Police generals. 

He said that his job often put him 
under a high degree of pressure and 
that it was important for him to main- 
tain his situational awareness; 
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SOILS AIN'T SOILS: FLGOFF Melissa Dellar collects a soil sample to 
test for combusted metals at Kandahar Airfield. 


Photo: AB Jo Dilorenzo 
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WHILE ADF personnel continuously 
train to prevent combat-related injuries. 
FLGOFF Melissa Dellar investigates 
Defence workplaces and operational 
environments to help protect members 
from non-battle-related injuries. 

During her four-month deploy- 
ment, environmental health officer 
FLGOFF Dellar travelled to Kabul, 
Kandahar, Al Minhad Air Base 
(AMAB) and Tarin Kot to examine 
environmental health and occupation- 
al hygiene standards. 

FLGOFF Dellar assessed general 
hygiene, water and air quality; as well 
as members’ exposure to noise, chem- 
icals and metals. 

"Water testing was conducted every 
day at AMAB. The water quality at 
AMAB is very good because we have 
our own reverse Osmosis system in our 
domestic compound,” she said. 

"I also conducted ventilation sur- 
veys, noise exposure assessments in 
offices near computer servers and 
provided advice on appropriate per- 
sonal protective equipment for various 
workplaces. 


Filling up 


other enemy 


Just as soldiers 
need to know 
their enemies' 
activities, com- 
mand needs to 
know what risks 
are associated 
with sending their 
troops into health 
environments. 


“In Tarin Kot, Kandahar and Kabul 
I checked that environmental health 
programs, such as OH&S manage- 
ment, were being maintained” 

About 30 environmental health 
officers in the Air Force provide com- 
mand with similar advice. 

*Just as soldiers need to know 
their enemies' activities, command 
needs to know what health risks are 
associated with sending troops into 
various environments,” FLGOFF 
Dellar said. 

FLGOFF Dellar said that dust was 
the most common health nuisance in 


the Middle East but soil tests revealed 
its not harmful to human health. 

“You can get an idea of what's in 
the dust by examining top soil. 

"Test results can reveal what we 
are potentially breathing in. For exam- 
ple. a sample taken from near а burn 
pit may uncover traces of combusted 
metals. 

"We test the soil to get these 
results, Our coalition partners often 
share their air quality results. which is 
very helpful.” 

She said that the most common 
non-combat-related injuries in the 
MEAO were heat stress and gastro. 

"The biggest challenge we have is 
managing heat stress. When I arrived 
at AMAB in July, the temperature was 
about 52 degrees Celsius, and it was 
eyen hotter out on the tarmac. 

"Communal living environments 
are perfect conditions for gastro 
to thrive. I encourage personnel to 
wash their hands regularly, especially 
before they eat, Everyone needs to 
maintain their personal hygiene to 
stop gastro spreading — that's the most 
effective way to protect yourself and 
your mates." 
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The Super Hornet provides Australia with an immediate next-generation air combat capability ideally 
suited to RAAF requirements. Already delivering on budget and ahead of schedule, Boeing and its 
industry partners are committed to ensuring superior program performance in the air and on the ground. 
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IR FORCE December 9, 2010 


IN TRIBUTE: The memorial plaque and Macchi aircraft honouring 
FLTLT Russell Page (photo) and all 76SQN personne! who have lost 
their lives in service. Photo: LACW Katharine Pearson 


FLTLT Skye Smith 


NUMBER 76SQN dedicated a MB- 
326H Macchi aircraft to the memory 
of FLTLT Russell Page to mark the 20" 
anniversary of his fatal ejection and to 
honour all 76SQN members who have 
given the ultimate sacrifice in the per- 
formance of duty. 

On November 19 1990, at the 
age of 31. FLTLT Page was killed in 
a flying accident in the training area 
off Port Stephens, near RAAF Base 
Williamtown, while conducting air 
combat manoeuvring training. 

FLTLT Page ejected from Macchi 
A7-076 when the left wing experienced 
catastrophic fatigue failure. But his 
parachute did not deploy and he struck 
the aircrafl before impacting the water 
at high speed. 

In 1984, he was accepted on No 132 
Pilots’ Course and graduated in 1985 as 
dux of the course. gaining himself the 
highly-prized posting to fighter aircraft. 

FLTLT Page served at 77SQN 
where he successfully completed No 
3/85 Introductory Fighter Course on 
the Macchi. 

In August 1986, he started conver- 
sion on to the F/A-18 and graduated 
from the course in February the follow- 
ing year. 

He then began à tour with 3SQN in 
March 1987 before taking up post at 
73SQN that June. 

As recognition of his high level 
of fighter piloting skill, FETLT Page 
was awarded the Sir Richard Williams 
Trophy for Fighter Pilot of the Year in 
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full. 


1998. In July 1990, he attended Fighter 
Combat Instructors" Course and was 
posted to: 768QN in September to fly 
the Macchi again. Two months later his 
life was cut short. 

“For those fortunate to have known 
him and be part of his life, Russ will 
Temain аз an inspiration and a unique 
example of how to live and love life 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927628 


Russ will remain as an inspira- 
tion and a unique example of 

how to live and love life to the 
— SQNLDR Roger McKay 


IN THEIR 
THOUGHTS: 
CAF AIRMSHL 
Mark Binskin joins 
76SQN at the 
memorial service. 


to the full" SONLDR Roger McKay, 
who was the 76SQN XO in 1990, said 
at the memorial. 

"Above all. Russ was a mentor. Hc 
will always be loved and remembered.” 

A four-ship of Hawk Mk127 lead-in 
fighter jets performed a missing man 
formation over the Macchi, which will 
remain on permanent display at 76SQN, 


THE RAAF Base Amberley 25 Metre 
Range is now open after some exten- 
sive work which has brought it in line 
with the national fleet of ranges and 
the Manual of Land Warfare stand- 
ards 

WGCDR Paul Long, 
mand of 36SQN on D 
his XO, SONLDR Peter 


onducted bv the pair 

qualifies them for MEAO support mis- 
sions, a task 36SQN has been involved 
with since 2009. 

"Having this facility operational 
at Amberley will mean that weapons 
qualifications can be more effi- 
ciently conducted for personnel being 
deployed and for annual currencies," 
WGCDR Long said. 

"It has also enabled a closer work- Cp cR | % 
ing relationship be n 3680N and А =. e vx Д 2 А 


Ground Defence ion.” б j " 1 й À j 
ee ete 7-95 ‘ 1B ^ | THE FIRST: WGCDR Paul 
Ксы reg 016 Ground = e i y 4 Long; right, and SQNLDR Peter 
PUDOR ТАПДЫ 9 gs Thompson fire the Browning 9mm 


Support Squadron, said: "Н; | ) ‚ pistol at the new 25 Metre Range 
metre range on base 15 an Important - Shite 


part of / ороп that is given 
to our 0 ү 


lives of sick children 


FLTLT Bruce Chalmers new Super Hornet, a C-17A, 
— Panther fire trucks and even a 


SERIOUSLY ill children and  — Couple of DPCU-dressed cam- 
their families benefited from cis оп Joan from №9 Eome 

a close relationship between Support Battalion. 

the Starlight Foundation and Adding real colour to the day 
36SQN through a Charity Fun was the display by the military 


Day at RAAF Base Amberley working dog puppies and a 
on November 21. flyover in a C-17A by outgoing 


Assisted by 33SQN and СО 36SQN WGCDR Adam 
other Air Force units, the Williams. 
day was organised through The day, sponsored by 


ъ= 


m FunFlight and had children from Boeing, also had jumping cas- 
LOOK AT THAT: Avionic technician Ronald McDonald House, the tles and face painting for the 
WOFF Bob Baldwin of 23SQN gives Starlight Foundation, Heart Kids Children, making it a complete 
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Medical Discharges 
CTAS transition support 


* is a Quality, affordable non-government secondary school, 


Tom Jeffcoat, 14, of Toowoomba a and Camp Quality in attendance. entertainment event designed to 
closer look at an F-111 Ejectable Children and their families soften the medical treatment for a з ~ 
Crew Module. had a unique opportunity to look their respective conditions and ZOOM, ZOOM: 6SQN's FSGT lan Mcintyre, left, and CPL Sunny Jacob play 


Eamon Hamilton 


THE REINS at 36SQN have been 
handed over. 

On December 2, WGCDR Adam 
Williams handed over command of 
our C-17A squadron at RAAF Base 
Amberley to WGCDR Paul Long. 

WGCDR Long brings with him a 
background of experience on C-130s 
and working on the AIR 8000 pro- 


ject. 


WGCDR Long said: “T relish the 
challenge of the next few years in 
this posting, maintaining our oper- 
ational commitments, as well as 
expanding the C-17A’s capability. 

“Some of the roles we'll be 
introducing to our C-17As include 
expanding our airdrop capability and 
introducing air-to-air refuelling with 


Our neighbours at 338QN." 


WGCDR Williams has been post- 
ed to Assistant Defence Attaché to 
Singapore next ycar. 

He took command of 368QN in 
2008, following on from WGCDR 
Linda Corbould who oversaw introduc- 
tion of the C-17A into service. 

During WGCDR Williams’ ten- 
ure, 36SQN personnel stepped up to 
the task of sending the C-17A out in 
support of ADF operations. 

It included an intense period 
of operational activity, supporting 
short-notice humanitarian tasks 
to Burma, Pakistan, Samoa and 
Indonesia, as well as sustaining 
operations in the MEAO. 


Photos: LACW Sandra Midson over the ever-popular F-111, а bring cheer close to Christmas. — ‘aeroplanes’ with sisters, Dijonay, left, and Danielle Schloss from Regents Park. 


Clarification to MWD photo 


On the Flightline page of the November 11 edition, 
a photograph was published under the caption - 
‘Puppy Pride’ showing CO 27SQN presenting 
MWD Ike with the Canine Service Medal and War 
Dog Operational Medal. The caption said the iat- 
ter medal was for service in Afghanistan and East 
Timor, when it should have only said East Timor. 
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over at 36SQ 


“The undoubted highlight of the 
two years in command is the feeling 
of immense pride in the men and 
women of 36SQN that resulted from 
the end of last year's МЕЛО surge,” 
WGCDR Williams said. 

“Tt was the culmination of 10 
months of incredibly focused and 
committed effort from every member 
of 36SQN to rapidly ramp-up the 
unit for operations in an active thea- 
tre and sustam that rate of effort for 
months on end. 

“Each and every person in the 
squadron, as well as staff from the 
Heavy Air Lift Systems Program 
Office, 382 Expeditionary Combat 
Support squadron and the Joint 
Task Force, pulled together to make 
it happen and should be incredibly 
proud. I feel privileged to have been 
a part of it.” 


The undoubted 
highlight of the 
two years in com- 
mand is the feel- 
ing of immense 
pride in the men 
and women 

of 36SQN that 
resulted from the 


end of last year's WATER WAY TO GO: Departing CO 36SQN WGCDR Adam Williams runs from the water spray of a Panther fire truck after disembarking from his 
final flight in a C-17A at the FunFlight Family Fun Day at RAAF Base Amberley; above inset, WGCDR Williams walking across the flightline after 


MEAO surge. the drenching. 


Reservists, share your skills with us 


If you're a Reservist, you'll soon have the opportunity to help the ADF's Civil Skills Data Team learn more about 
you. The CSD collection e-survey starts soon and is your chance to tell us about your civil skills, qualifications and 
experience. It will help us to gain a more complete picture of who you are, and it could help your Reserve career 
and deployment opportunities. You'll be paid for completing the e-survey. We'd like you to take part and we'll 
send an information pack to your home address. Watch this space! 
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Andrew Stackpool 


SGT Paul Carpenter of 10$ОМ has 
been awarded the prestigious Rolls- 
Royce Eagle trophy. 

SGT Carpenter is an aircraft tech- 
nician maintenance manager/inde- 
pendent inspector who is responsi- 
ble for coordinating the maintenance 
effort of the aircraft technicians in his 
team to keep the Orions flying. He 
also inspects work that is critical to 
flight safety. 

He was selected from nominations 
from 10SQN, 11SQN and 75SQN, the 
RAAF School of Technical Training, 
Aerospace Engineering Squadron and 
3 Control and Reporting Unit. 

The Eagle Trophy, awarded for 
outstanding achievement in the air- 
craft technical and engineering spe- 
cialisation fields, was presented by 
CAF AIRMSHL Mark Binskin at an 
awards dinner on October 26, 

SGT Carpenter has spent five 
years at 1080М. 

This latest period has been over 
a three-year stretch and much of his 
time has been spent in other squad- 
rons within 92WG, 

“I think the work I have done in 
addressing technical mastery within 
the squadron has been the most signif- 
icant aspect of my success," he said. 

“I think the most visible part of 
my work has been the continuation 
training that 1 have delivered to the 
maintenance team at 10SQN. 

“Lam particularly keen for all our 
people to Ісагп from the experiences 
of others. 

“There are so many tasks on the 
Orion that arise very infrequently (and 
I still see things 1 have never scen 
before), so capturing and sharing this 
knowledge is a key enabler to our 
techos.” 

SGT Carpenter said he found out 
he was the winner during a work shift 
change when the squadron CO wanted 
to speak to him. 

“Being advised was a buzz, and 
I do feel that this year has been the 
very best of my carcer. | have been 


Heart Health 
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in the right place at the right time 
to have an influence in some key 
issues affecting maintenance in the 
squadron. 

“The presentation was a little 
daunting. | have never seen so many 
star-ranked officers in my life. 

“I was invited to make a speech, 
which I think went well, and once | 
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was presented with the trophy, you 
couldn't wipe the stupid looking smile 
off my face." 

He said the trophy really belonged 
to I0SQN. 

"| feel that it is a reflection of the 
efforts of all the people at I0SQN." 
he said. 

“I have some fantastic corporals 


к WVCS — Veterans and Veterans Families 


Supporting Australia's veterans, 
peacekeepers and their families 


WCS provides counselling and support services to Australian veterans, peacekeepers, eligible 
members of the Defence Force community and their families, and F-111 Fuel Tank Maintenance 
workers and their partners and immediate family members. VVCS is a specialised, free and 
confidential Australia-wide service. 


• Support on transition from military to civilian life, including The Stepping Out Program 
e Information, self-help resources and referrals to other services. 


We can help you work through issues such as stress, relationship, family problems and other 
lifestyle issues as well as emotional or psychological issues associated with your military service. 
If you need support or would like more 
information about us please give us a 
call or visit our website. 


1800 011 046* 


www.dva.gov.au/health/vvcs 


* Free local call. Calls from mobile and pay 
phones may incur changes. 
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who keep me on my toes and have 
had the privilege to work with lead- 
ers who have a genuine commitment 
to the people at the “coal face'." 

SGT Carpenter has now posted to 
the Maritime Patrol Systems Program 
Office. 

As well as the trophy, he received a 
CAF’s Commendation. 


for training, 


11 in July. 


ICTC/ 


AVM Roxley McLennan (ret'd), CAF 


“The usc of simulation 
move toward, given the incredible expense of operat- 
ing ever more expensive platforms. 

“I am very excited about the JCTC, not only will 
it be a more efficient way of conducting training and 
exercising, but it will be a great way of achieving 
a much higher level of interoperability through the 
technology available." 

The next major joint and combined exercise sup- 
port event for JCTC will be Exercise Talisman Saber 


For information about the JCTC, visit http://intranet. 
defence.gov.au/jocweb/sites/ Home/comweb. 
asp?page=33701 and /www.defence.gov.au/Capabllity/ 


qgratulated by, 


Photo; FSGT John Carroll 


| feel that it is a 
reflection of the 
efforts of all the 
people at 10SQN. 
— SGT Paul Carpenter 


Dazzling display at 
opening of centre 


SGT Andrew Hetherington 


ATTENDEES at the official opening of the new Joint 
Combined Training Centre in Canberra last month re- 
ceived a demonstration of its capability. 

Observers witnessed on three large screens as four 
vehicles were destroyed - utilising personnel and 
virtual and constructed platforms in four locations 
without having to travel thousands of kilometres to 
complete the mission. 

The centre, the new 
home of the ADF's Joint 
Combined Training 
Capability (JCTC), was 
officially opened on 
November 23 by CDF 
ACM Angus Houston. 

Director of the JCTC 
LTCOL John Duff said 
the new centre would 
enhance ADF force pre- 
paredness and bilateral 
high-end training. 

ACM Houston said the JCTC was the way ahead 


WAY AHEAD: ACM 
Angus Houston. 


.. 18 the way we have to 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927631 


SGT Dave Morley 


A 79SQN pilot logged his 6000" hour 
on the Hawk Lead-in Fighter Trainer 
at RAAF Base Pearce on November 
26 — in a milestone with a difference. 

His hours were logged over 28 
years, in three countries, and on three 
versions of the Hawk. 

SQNLDR Roddy van Rooyen 
joined the Rhodesian Air Force 
(RhAF) in 1979 and did а short tour 
on the Lynx with 4SQN КАЕ, 

"After the RhAF became the Air 
Force of Zimbabwe, 1 was sent on 
Flying Instructors” Course, graduat- 
ing in 1981. and have been instructing 
ever since,” he said. 

He was selected as one of five pilots 
to convert on to the Hawk Mk60, which 
was replacing the Vampire. After con- 
version in Britain in 1982, they flew 
them to Zimbabwe. 

SQNLDR van Rooyen said he flew 
Hawks in Zimbabwe until 1988 in a 
training role as well as on operations 
in defence of Zimbabwe's economic 
pipeline through Mozambique. 

"| flew à total of 1342 hours on the 
Hawk Mk60. 

“I joined BAE Systems in Saudi 
Arabia in 1989 and flew Hawk Mk65s 
in the Lead-in Fighter training role.” 

He remained in Saudi Arabia until 
2000 and flew 2779 more hours. 

SQNLDR van Rooyen joined the 
RAAF in 2000 after the Hawk Mk127 
had been selected as the replacement 
for the Macchi, 


BO 
)SPECTRUM 47 


An experienced financial partner helping you 
becorne financially fit, for life. 


Want to invest with confidence? 


"You have greatly changed my perspective on borrowing, investment properties, negative gearing & shares. 
This is solely due to your friendliness, patience, professionalism & manner to give honest & frank advice. 
The spreadsheets you provide allow us to see the potential & for me who is a highly visual person this 
has worked tremendously. It is one thing to tell me, but to show me works far better. So well done on 
changing what were some concrete opinions on money." - Rachel W 


"Apart from a two-year tour at 2 
Flying Training School (2FTS) flying 
the PC-9/A in 2007-08, I have been 
flying the Hawk with 79SON since | 
joined the RAAF. 

"The only year since 1982 that 
Hawk hours do not appear in my log 
book is 2007, my first year with 2FTS;* 

On November 26, he flew his 1879" 
hour on the Hawk, which gave him a 
total of 6000 Hawk hours. 

“If you're going to spend that 
amount of time in the Lead-in Fighter 
role, the Hawk is not a bad aircraft to 
do it in” 

He finishes up as XO 79SQN this 
year and is posted to Command and 
Staff College in Canberra next year. 


OK roso 
Ц 
50 


Per 


au Spsctrum & a Ucersed fumi Estate Ager, Reiter Tax Agent К. d Mortgage 


SET eic Ls 


m 
d 
pomi 


Consultant. 


| Tailoring, implementing and reviewing investment strategies for Defence Personnel 


Keep safe and 
keep well over 


holiday season 


IT IS the season to be jolly but it is 
also the season to be jolly careful. 

Each year hundreds of people 
are hurt over the Christmas holi- 
days and Joint Health Command 
(JHC) would like to provide some 
health advice to anyone who may 
be required to provide aid to an 
injured person. 

Whether you are helping a 
friend, family member or total 
stranger, it is important to know 
that you could potentially expose 
yourself to health risks. 

To help keep yourself safe: 

b- assess any dangers before you 
give aid; 

provide assistance only to the 
level of your ability; 

avoid contact with another per- 
son's blood and body fluids; 
use gloves and/or masks if 
possible; 

wash your hands immediately 
after aid is given; and 

call 000 if necessary. 
Remember — don't put yourself 
at risk of injury or illness. 

In need of health support over 
the Christmas stand-down period? 
Health support continues to 
be available to Deferice members 


MASSIVE EFFORT: 
SQNLDR Roddy van 
Rooyen's 6000 hours 
were logged over 

28 years, in three 
countries, and on three 
versions of the Hawk. 
Photo: LACW Jessica Smith 


WOW: 4€.» 


throughout this period. 

Your local health facility will 
HAWK TALK: have their routine operating hours 
SQNLDR van available for all members. 
Rooyen, left, receives Out of routine operating hours, 
a presentation at 24-hour advice and support is 
RAAF Base Pearce available through 1800 IMSICK 
from CO 79SQN (1800 467 425), the all-hours 
WGCDR Bernie support line for mental health sup- 
Grealy. port (1800 628 036), and the duty 


mobile (0429 075 187). 
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Why choose d 
Spectrum as 
your personal 
financial coach? 
[4 Specialist in providing 

financial guidance and 


direction to Defence 
Force Personnel. 


Longevity with 28 years 
experience. 


Holistic advice covering 
Defence entitlements, 
all asset classes, tax 
considerations, cashflow 
and loan structures. 


Advice and strategies 
developed by Chartered 
Accountants, NOT sales 
people. 


Service driven not product 
driven. 


Ongoing service and advice 
from your own personal 
financial coach. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927632 
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IPSWICH 


PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
RAAF BASE AMBERLEY 


5 
к”. 


Mayor Paul Pisasale farewells Ipswich's famous icon 


Mayor Paul Pisasale and Councillors of the City of Ipswich wish to bid the famous Е-1115 farewell and 
extend a warm welcome to the F/A-18F Super Hornet, which signals a significant new era for RAAF Base 
Amberley and the City of Ipswich. 


Ipswich is proud the Е-1115 called our city home for so long and we never tired of watching them fly 
through our skies. These aircraft have been an integral part of the RAAF Base Amberley and often 
enjoyed by the residents of the City, in particular the famous “dump and burn" which has featured in 
events throughout Australia. 


РА 


( Mayor Paul Pisasale 
City of Ipswich 


Cr David Morrison Cr Paul Tully Cr Victor Attwood Cr Trevor Nardi Cr Heather Morrow 
Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 Division 4 Division 5 


Cr Cheryl Bromage Cr Andrew Antoniolli Cr Charlie Pisasale Cr Sheila Ireland Cr David Pahlke 
Division 6 Division 7 Division 8 Division 9 Division 10 


Just 40 minutes from Brisbane, Ipswich is Queensland's fastest growing city, with the current population of 170,000 predicted to 
reach 435,000 by 2031. 


With 4396 of available industrial land in South East Queensland, Ipswich City Council is committed to economic and business 
growth and recognises the benefits of building strong partnerships with our key government agencies and community leaders to 
provide business support and assistance. 


Council's Office of Economic Development can help your business prosper in Ipswich by providing the following free services: 


* business assistance and advice on relocation 

* business workshops and seminars 

* coordinated development services 

* education, training and employment opportunities 
international relations, including trade and investment opportunities 
information on current and future developments 
regional mapping information 


To receive your regular Ipswich Economic Update, with details of what's happening in Ipswich email: 
ipswichcity@ipswich.qld.gov.au 


IPSWICH 
Phone: (07) 3810 6666 or 1300 IPSWICH Web: www. ipswich.qld.gov.au 150 » 


Ipswich 


National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927633 


81WG digging deeper 


THE new 81WG deeper level maintenance 
team will shortly test three months of de- 
velopment and preparation under the wing's 
Classic Hornet Improvement (CHT) project. 

This follows the induction of its first E/A- 
18 on September 13. 

The team completed the aircrafi’s R3 ser- 
vicing in nine weeks. three weeks ahead of 
the planned 12-week schedule, and 10 weeks 
ahead of the current 19-week average. 

Hornet A21-16 was test flown serviceable 
on its first flight on November 11. 

The wing developed the CHI program 
to decrease the average Time to Make 
Serviceable (TMS) taken on R3/R4 deeper 
level maintenance from 19 hours to fewer 
than 15. 

The savings amount to up to $1,1 million 
a year, 

Led by WOFF Brad Hunt, the team com- 
prises a mix of various 81WG technical 
and equipment personnel from 3SQN and 
TISQN, 2 Operational Conversion Unit and 
81 WG combined workshops. 

CHI program manager SQNLDR Lloyd 
Sellick said the team had made an excellent 


start and had achieved much in a short time. 
“The real mission now begins with the 

induction of A2 1-16," SONLDR Sellick said. 
“The success of the project will be deter- 

mined over the next 12 months when we 


achieve a consist- 
ently lowered TMS.” 

The project is 
one of many CHI 
projects intended to 
improve the Classic 
Hornet fleet service- 
ability and availabil- 
ity through Air Force 
Improvement and 
LEAN methods. 

The team's next 
deeper level servic- 
ing was due to start 
on December 1, fol- 
lowed in February 
by transition to the 
mature threc aircraft 
concurrent produc- 
tion capacity. 


ALL DONE: Members from the first F/A-18 
Hornet НЗ service team with the finished jet. 


Photo: LAC Craig Barrett 


SOUTHERN REGION HEALTH 


DEFENCE RESERVES SUPPORT 


SA ptc Austrais Wesrvisrta arid th 


ewe. SERVICES CONFERENCE 2011 


AFTER THE BATTLE 
REPAIR, REHABILITATION AND RETURN TO WORK 


WHEN 
WHERE 
WHO 


REGISTRATION 


ENQUIRIES 


Saturday 19 March 2011, 0730 to 1630 
Victoria Barracks; St Kilda Road, Melbourne, Shedden Thealer 


Tii-Service Health Personnel of all ranks, 
Defence Civilian Health Personnel, Civilian Health Personnel 


FREE - Registrations Clase 11 March 2011 


Note: information for pre conference function en Friday 18 March and 
Farmal Dinner оп 17 March supplied with registration Information. 


Captain Peter Rogers 
Telephone; 0404 870763 
Email: pelerrogers@defence аруа 


learnt relating to current 
conflicts and rehabilitation 
challenges and outcomes. 


The Southern Region Health 
Services Conference 2011 

ig proudly sponsored by 
Defence Reserves Support. 


For turthér information: 
Call 1800 803 485 or visit 
www.defence.gov.au/reserves 


National Library of Australia 


Many Interesting presentations 
about experiences and lessons 


The real 
mission now 
begins with 
the induc- 
tion of the 


A21-16. 
— SQNLDR 
Lloyd Sellick 


FAST WORK: 
From left, 
SQNLDR Lloyd 
Sellick, WOFF 
Brad Hunt, 
GPCAPT Gavin 
Turnbull, WGCDR 
Neil Armstrong 
and some of the 
Classic Hornet 
Improvement R3/ 
R4 Project Team 
(in background) 
in front of Hornet 
A21-16 at the 
Boeing Hangar. 
Photo; LACW Katharine 
Pearson 
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$6,000 Luxury Portrait 
Romance Package 
Just For ADF Couples... 


Includes Luxury Portrait Shoot and Print PLUS Your 
Choice of Select Holiday Getaways Around Australia! 


Enter Online 


S _ ga =“ i“ * p - "TT р a la 
www.luxurycoupleportraits.com/alt 


Studio location - Brisbane - Available QLD. Only 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927645 
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lightline 


ONLINE: Above, during his recent deployment on Operation Pakistan Assist II, 
LAC Chris Bennett sets up a data link back to Australia. Photo: CPL Chris Moore 
COOL JOB: Right, communications information systems controller SGT Sue- 
Ann Burton conducts maintenance at Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. 

Photo: ABIS Jo Dilarenzo 


ADF Transition Seminars have 
been designed to assist with 
preparing your transition to 
civilian employment, by providing 


i i i i Z $ e TROPICAL SPEAK: Above, SGT Len Court, 
information and directing you to a linguist from НОЈОС, is pictured in a tropical 


additional sources of setting at RMAF Base Butterworth during 
C Ae ac the recent Exercise Bersama Padu 2010 in 
Malaysia. Photo: SGT Chris Weissenborn 


RENI гезне Frownsvile || sea г 


7-18 
7 = Tai Ender from 324CSS works with a forklift 
25-26 | during the exercise. Photos: CPL David Gibbs 


B Your Career and You 

B Your Money and You 

ш Transition Support Benefits 

B Transition Support and 
Administration 

m Reserve Service 

ш Superannuation 

ш Health Insurance 

ш Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

B Veterans and Veterans’ Family 
Counselling Services 


To find out more about the 
ADF Transition Seminars contact 
your nearest ADF Transition Centre 


National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927646 
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MOUNTED: 37SQN's LAC Christopher Tapiolas, left, and FLGOFF Jerry 


Appleby in a C-130J at RAAF Base Richmond, Photo: CPL Amanda Campbell 
Bros flash their 
RESEARCH into and awareness of RAAF Base Richmond did well 

men's physical and mental health with the Officers' Mess raising $1246 
issues is about $25,000 better off and the Old Boys $416. 

thanks to the efforts of at least 179 The Air Lift Systems Program 
courageous Air Force males who Office team raised $3000 and 

risked good-natured ribbing and Headquarters Air Lift Group $1180. 
family credulity to grow moustaches Others included 3SQN ($2768), 

during Movember. 34SQN ($1480), 37SQN ($1 980), 


The Air Force men banded togeth- 76SQN ($1060), 46250М ($1236), 
er in teams across the organisation | 99WG Capability Support Flight 
under the motivation "to change the ($1080) and RAAF Williams ($520). 
face of men’s health". However, the Counting continues. 

RAAF School of Technical Training Known as Mo Bros and supported 
(which raised $3177), said: “We stand by their women, the Mo Sistas, they 
together as young, bold, mo-growing start November clean-shaven and 


MOVELLOUS EFFORT: On the RAAF Base Edinburgh flightline, 1OSQN 
members proudly show off some of the 56 moustaches that raised $5775. 
Photo: LACW Shannon McCarthy 


bros and support men's health” raise funds through sponsorship 

Prime.among the Air Force teams among their friends and communities. we ALES Ur 
was 10SQN, whose 56 members, Ss Жазу { 
under the inspired leadership of CPL For all the teams’ final fundraising tallies, ма 


David Lawson, raised almost $5800. visit www.movember.com 


BIG MOMENT: Sporting his own mo, 37SQN's LAC Anthony Pace carries a 
'Herculean' moustache. |t was subsequently proudly sported by a C-130J on the 
Richmond flightline. Photo: CPL Amanda Campbell. 


RSL — Join Online Now 


: 3 
А. | à Whether you are stationed at home or deployed overseas, the 
TIME AND MOTION: From left, FLGOFFs Rashmin Gunaratne, Shaun Donnelly and Dominic Pace, RSL provides real support, assistance and advice to all serving 
sid ven Lift Systems Program Office, display their moustaches on the flight site жубы, К men, women and their families in the areas of 


compensation, welfare and advocacy, 


Join the new online RSL Defence Sub Branch and 
access that support no matter where you are. 


Лал Мс hanafrte n 
Member benefits in 
* National RSL membership and access to RSL Sub 
Branches and Clubs around Australia 
-An online membership advice 
and assistance service 
- Free 12 month membership of the RSL 
Defence Sub Branch for current ADF personnel 


a RSL Sub Branch near you visit 


rsiSA 


VIP MO BROS: PLTOFF Liam Klein joins his 34SQN Mo Bros, FLTLT Jani Talikka (left) and SQNLDR : sINSW ora.au rsIVIC.corm.au 
Christian Martin, and behind them (from left) PLTOFF Adam Francki, FLTLT Phil McMaster, PLTOFF d : WaAha А 
Steve Doherty and FLTLT Ben Міедеске. Photo: FSGT John Carroll rs WAhq.org.au 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927647 
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- Who said finances are boring? This whole exercise will help all ADF members and 
their families manage income and expenses, create personal balance s 
-and understand progress towards financial independence. Check it out. 
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AIR FORCE members on extended pe- 
nods of leave, Air Force reservists, and 
former members and their families are 
still part of the Air Force family and 
can stay in touch with the service un- 
der a new initiative approved by CAF 
AIRMSIIL Mark Binskin recently. 

The initiative, which focuses on 
enhancing the Air Force *one team’ 
concept, is called Air Force Connect. 
It is aimed at recognising that part- 
time and separated members remain 
valued members of the Air Force 
family, 

Air Force Connect will provide 
them with a range of opportunities 
to remain connected and maintain 
links with the Air Force through 
local activities and a variety of 
communications channels, 

The recent air show at RAAF 
Base Williamtown also played host 
to the inaugural Air Force Connect 
event. The flying practice day was 
the backdrop for a relaxed lunch held 
for Air Force Connect Community 
members, which was attended by 
senior Air Force officers. 

Air Force Conneet team leader 
SQNLDR Mark Dungey, from the 
Directorate of Personnel — Air Force, 
said the event brought about 30 local 
Air Force Connect members together 
to meet the officers, reconnect with 
other members, find out what’s been 
happening in Air Force, and watch the 
flying displays, 

“It provided us the opportunity to 
bring some of the excitement of the 
air show to our community members 
and it was a day of laughs, good cheer 
and genuine enjoyment," SONLDR 
Dungey said. 


SOAKING 

UP THE 
ATMOSPHERE: 
Air Force Connect 
members WOFF 
Steve and Mrs 
Sharyn Bone 
with SRG. EXEC 
WOFF Darcy 
Henriksen at 
RAAF Base 
Williamtown. 


One of the attendees, GPCAPT 
Peter Hayes, said: “It was nice meet- 
ing other like-minded members over 
lunch, and hearing about recent devel- 
opments and some of the issues facing 
Air Force today.” 


HOLIDAY ? 


Direetor General Personnel — Air 
Force AIRCDRE John Hewitson said 
Air Force Connect was an essential 
means of staying in touch with the Air 
Force community who are away from 
the workplace. 


“Our people have given us 
much and we're keen to remain in 
contact and share news about what's 
happening in the day-to-day life of 
Air Force;" he said. 

“Through these efforts we hope 


apartments in one of 
amazing locations 


www.raafholidays:com-au 


It was nice ... 
hearing about 
recent develop- 
ments and some 
of the issues 
facing Air Force 
today. 


— GPCAPT Peter Hayes 


that our people will continue to 
feel a sense of belonging to the Air 
Force ‘family’, and remain strong 
advocates for Air Force in the wider 


“community.” 


Over the coming months. Air ' 
Force Connect will remain in touch 
with a database of eligible members 
and family across the country. There 
are also plans to host various events 
in Melbourne, Sydncy, Brisbane and 
Canberra. 

"We're keen to bring the Air 
Force spirit to the Air Force Connect 
Community, and through information 
and events we're hoping to build that 
bond which is so important within 
communities," SONLDR Dungey 
said. 


Reservists, PAF members on extended 


leave, and former Air Force members 
may apply to join the Air Force Connect 
Community by sending an email to 
airforce.connect@defence.gov.au with 
their PMKeyS or service numbers. 
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GOLD COAST DARWIN MERIMBULA 
AMBASSADOR APARTMENTS MARRAKAI APARTMENTS TUSCANY APARTMENTS 
Attractions Attractions Attractions 
Theme Parks Gateway to National Parks Magic Mountain Family Recreation Park 
Currumbin Sanctuary and the Top End Yellow Pinch Wildlife Park 
Jupiter’s Casino Whale watching cruises (Sep to Nov) 
Jazz festival (June long weekend) 
BOOKINGS BOOKINGS BOOKINGS 


Phone: 07 5531 5692/0417 780 961 


National Library of Australia 


Phone: 08 8981 9283 


Phone: 02 6495 2030 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927649 


THE Air Force intranet has an ex- 
citing new look. 

Air Force history and current 
events feature prominently in 
the revamped Air Force intranet 
homepage. 

It contains sections devoted 
to ‘On This Day’. (in Air Force 
history), as well as room for 
feature articles on current Air 
Force activities and/or person- 
alities, 

There are direct links to cur- 
rent exercises and operations 


National Library of Australia 


on both the Defence website, as 
well as the new Air Force Image 
Gallery: http://images.airforce. 
gov.au 

The new design for the 
Air Force intranet is based on 
the new Air Force Style Guide, 
which will be released early next 
year. 

The main themes of the 
Style Guide will be: dark 
clouds (to represent the sky); 
dark blue (to represent our pco- 
ple); and grey/steel (to repre- 
sent our assets), 


*Otter ауайай for new cividan policies pald by direst debit, 


Intranet evolution 


This theme has evolved from 
our traditional elements but now 
projects a more contemporary 
look and feel to Air Force publi- 
cations and electronic media, 

It also fits in well with the 
Air Force's 90th anniversary 
theme *Tradition, Innovation, 
Evolution’. 

The new look has been put 
together by the Communication 
and Reputation Management 
team ш Air Force Headquarters, 
ComWeb developers and 
CompuCraft over the past year. 


Although two of the major 
contributors, FSGT Ben Wright 
and Mr De-Leon Coleman, 
have moved on from Air Force 
Headquarters, they left their 
mark on the project. 

The new Air Force Intranet 
Administrator, F'SGT Peter 
Jackson, said he had enjoyed see- 
ing their vision through to com- 
pletion. 

“It has been challenging to 
turn someone else’s design into a 
dynamic website,” FSGT Jackson 
said. 


If your next posting is in Сууу Street, Defence Health will still be there for you. We'll give you a 1096 discount on 
your civilian hospital or combined cover for 12 months following discharge" Join within two months of discharge 
for immediate cover with no waiting periods. And if you're transferring to the Active Reserves, we've got special 
ADF Reserve pricing when the discount expires, = 
Call 1800 335 425 or visit www.defencehealth.com.au and we'll help you with the transition. 


DefenceHealth — 


BOLD NEW 
LOOK: In its 
new colour 
scheme, the 
revamped 

Air Force 
intranet is full 
of information 
covering 
everything 
from personnel 
and activities 
to important 
historical facts. 


CADETS CORNER : 


Gliding SC 


NUMBER 315 (City of 
Canberra) Squadron’s 
(AAFC) LCDT Breanna 
Shepherd will soon realise 
her dream of flying. 

She has been presented 
with a gliding scholarship 
award from Rolls-Royce. 

She was presented 
with a certificate from 
AVM Roxley McLennan 
(теба), Vice President 
Defence Acrospace 
Australasia Rolls-Royce. 

“Rolls-Royce Australia 
is very supportive of 
youth development and 
the Australian cadet pro- 
gram. It is very pleased 
to have sponsored the 
315 Squadron Gliding 
Scholarship,” AVM 
McLennan said. 

“Qur sponsorship is 
going a long way to help 
cadets defray the cost of 
gaining their wings.” 


holarship 


HELPING HAND: AVM 
Roxley McLennan 
(Ret'd) presents the 
certificate to LCDT 
Breanna Shepherd. 


LCDT Shepherd has 
now started her glider 
training with 3 Wing 
AAFC and aims to be 
awarded her wings next 
year. 


Departure Lounge 
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ELECTR 
SUPS 
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AEA 
COOK 
MOV 
PLT 
LOG 


WGCDR Michelle Mulhall 
WOFF Blake Cameron 
| WOFF Steven Dell 
CPL Robin High 
-SGT Michelle Murphy 
MIGCDR Trenton Breeze 
SQNLDR Glenn Beusnel 
-Мау 
SGT Jason Edwards 
SGT Bradley Stirrup 


АТЕСН 
GSETECH Nov1 


Nov 15 
Nov 29 
Nov 14 
Nov 15 
Nov 14 
Nov 14 
Oct 31 
Nov 13 
Nov 28 
Nov 14 
Nov. 3 

Nov 3 

Nov 1 
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Look what's new 


Expressions of 


J- Interest Á< 


| Role: Remuster to ЗАРР 


Rank: LACW-WOFF DENTASST 


Musterina: SADP 
Closing date: January 31, 20 


Role: SO Workforce Modelling, 


Forecasting and Analysis 
Rank: WOFF 

Mustering: ANYA 
Location: Canberra 
Closing date: March 4, 2011 


b For information on how 
to apply, log on to People 
Central. 


LS on the EOls, 


LOOKING to 
make a career 
change? Then 
keep your eye 
out for the new 
'Expressions of 
Interest' column 
in the Personnel 
1 section of Air 
Force News. 
Career oppor- 
tunities for offic- 
ers and airmen 
will be published 
as they are pro- 
vided by DP-AF. 
For full details 


log onto People 
Central through 
the PSS Portal 
on the DRN. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927650 
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FLTLT Melody Earl 


ADELAIDE students have taken to the-sky at RAAF 


Base Edinburgh ... sort of. 


As an aid to learning about complex maths, phys- 
ics, project management and technology. they built 


unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS). 


The Concept 2 Creation (C2C) Program, developed 
by the Northern Advanced Manufacturing Industry 
Group (NAMIG) Inc, involved 18 high schools. 

Working with 18 industries in northern Adelaide, the 
students created their own C2C projects and perfected 
a series of aerial manoeuvres and relcased a payload on 


à target. 


The Aerospace Operational Support Group (AOSG) 
played host at RAAF Base Edinburgh to participating 
schools for an induction into the Genesis UAV project. 

AOSG provided mentors for the students and teach- 
ers plus technical advice during the work-up phase. 
Engineers and technicians visited the schools to provide 
assistance and deliver leadership workshops, in addition 


to airerew sharing tips of the trade. 


Commander AOSG GPCAPT Reg Carruthers was 


full of praise. 


"Seeing the work that the children put into this pro- 


eram is amazing,’ he said. 


“Watching the kids during the trials and seeing the 
end result is a real reward for my team. They invest so 
much of their own time into the program, it is a real 


passion.” 


At the end of the 20-week project, on November 
10, the students publicly presented their prototypes 
at a C2C expo in Adelaide, where the winners were 


announced, 


High School. 
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LOOK AT THIS: Flight test engineer FLTLT Dave Blow, one of the members of the 
judging panel for the UAV challenge, with a student from Riverton and Districts 


Simulated rescue thrills all 


FLTLT Melody Earl 


MEMBERS of the Air Force, Navy 
and Army dazzled the community 
of Ardrossan recently during the 
Institute of Aviation Medicine's 
(AVMED) annual sea survival train- 
ing course, 

The training involved medical 
officers from. various armed forces 
undergoing arduous tasks under con- 
trolled conditions. Aircraft Research 
and Development Unit’s (ARDU's) 
Black Hawk helicopter simulated 
the rescue of people by winching the 
multi-national medical officers from 
the sea in cold and windy conditions, 

RAAF Base Edinburgh uni- 
formed personnel and South 
Australian Water Police assisted in 
supervising the training area and 
ensuring public safety. 

The Black Hawk involved in the 
rescue rehearsals landed periodically 
in the parkland near the end of the 
jetty delivering the ‘rescued’ medical 
Officers. It flew straight over about 
100 onlookers spread along the jetty 
and the hill. 

Ardrossan Area School students 
were invited to watch as AVMED 
practised the sea survival and rescue, 
encouraging the students in their 


pursuits of studying aviation, ADF 
und sea rescues. 

Once the training was completed 
and the Black Hawk made its final 
delivery of the medical officers to 
the parklands, it shut down and MAJ 
Patrick Bridge opened the doors of 
both the cockpit and carriage and wel- 
comed the children and many commu- 
nity spectators in to explore. 

CAPT Tony Norton and WOFF 


AIR FORCE BAND 
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SPECTACLE: 
Medical 
officers wait to 
be airlifted to 
safety as part 
of the Sea 
Survival and 
Rescue Phase 
off Ardrossan, 
South 
Australia. 
Photo: LACW 
Shannon 
MeCarthy 


Dave Burton assisted MAJ Bridge 
during the task and on the ground. 

Ardrossan Area School Year 1 
teacher Kellie Eglinton said the 
students thoroughly enjoyed the 
training exercise and meeting 
defence force personnel. 

“Last year students watched the 
helicopter fly overhead and were 
very keen to know what was happen- 
ing." she said. 


HIGH 
PRAISE: 
WGCDR 
Malcolm 
Tutty with 
competing 
members 
of the UAV 
challenge 
from the 
Northern 
Advanced 
Manufacturing 
Group. 
Photo: LAC 
David Cotton 


HAPPY WINNER: GPCAPT Reg 
Carruthers presents an award to Jeff 
Zuze, representative of Valley View High 
School, the winning team of the UAV 
segment of the NAMIG Expo. 

Photo: LACW Shannon McCarthy 
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24 Training 


Kiwis cooperate with C-130 training 


ROUTINE training across Australia and 
New Zealand will continue to deliver fresh 
pilots and loadmasters for the C-130 fleet. 

A pair of C-130Js recently conducted 
a training deployment with 285SQN that 
took them to Tasmania, Queensland and 
New Zealand. 

Crews were exposed to operating the 
Hercules internationally, gaining experi- 
ence in dealing with customs and immigra- 
lion requirements, planning international 
air routes, and working with new airspace 
procedures, 

New Zealand also presents unique 
training opportunities with its different 
operating environment, as well asa chance 
to operate with the Royal New Zealand 
Defence Force. 


LISTEN UP: 
285SQN's 
WOFF Gary 
Suthers, 
centre, 
listens to 
40SQN 
RNZAF's 
FSGT 
Pauline 
Carson at 
Whenuapai. 
Two C-130J 
deployed 
there for 
training. 
Photo: AC 
Beable, RNZAF 


For a better health service for you and your ADF 
.. teammates, participate in the MilHOP survey. — — 
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Military Health Outcomas Program 
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IN CONTROL: A 4SQN CCT ` 
is shrouded in yellow marker 
smoke while conducting 
Drop Zone Identification 
training at the Salt Ash 
Weapons Range. 

Photo: LAC Craig Barrett 


4SQN in 
combat 
control 


CCTs learn from USAF 


WHILE Air Force personnel on the east coast of Aus- 
tralia arrive for work at 7.30am, at midnight on the oth- 
er side of the world a small team of Combat Controllers 
(CCTs) from 4SQN finalise preparations to start their 
work day. 

They are about to conduct a night-time parachute 
insertion into the sea off the coast of another country. 
They will then go ashore and conduct reconnaissance 
to identify suitable airfields, drop zones and helicopter 
landing zones through which follow-on forces can 
enter the area of operations. 

Having conducted a tactical survey, the team will 
establish communications and bring in the first wave 
of follow-on forces. 

The scenarios could be varied; a devastating carth- 
quake, an evacuation of Australian citizens or a major 
combat operation requiring a remote airfield to be 
established from which a force element can stage 
operations. 

All require the skills of the CCT. 

The ability to conduct this type of tactical recon- 
naissance operation is a new addition to 4SQN’s com- 
bat control capability and is due largely to a recent 
visit to the squadron from a US Air Force Special 
Operations Command (AFSOC) training team from 
Pope Air Force Base in North Carolina. 

The team travelled to RAAF Base Williamtown to 
deliver its Airfield and Assault Zone Survey Course. 

Technical Sergeant Brian Vander Werf, the AFSOC 
instructor, said the course was designed to train com- 
bat controllers in techniques to determine the weight- 
bearing properties of semi-paved and paved surfaces. 

"They use a variety of surveying equipment and 
make recommendations on the type of aircraft and 
number of movements a landing zone will support,” 
SGT Vander Wert said. 

“These guys can go out into à hostile environment, 
gather the required information and then get the land- 
ing zone operational." 

Raised in 2007 under the Special Tactics Project 
and now part of 4SQN at Williamtown, this small 
group of officers and airmen have deployed continu- 
ously since 2008. 

CO 4SQN WGCDR Dave Paddison said that 
since the initial 2008 deployment, the Air Force has 
had combat controllers embedded with the Special 
Operations Task Group in Afghanistan. 

“While the main role of the CCT personnel in 
SOTG is the co-ordination of offensive air support, 
4SQN has been directed to expand its skill sets into 
other areas, enabling the projection of air power across 
a range of tasks,” he said. 

On completion of the course. Commander Air 
Combat Group AIRCDRE Mel Hupfeld said he was 
pleased with its training outcomes. 

"These skills are critical for our combat control 
personnel to fully integrate air support with land 
manoeuvre," he said. 

“Our combat controllers have been doing great 
work in the air-land integration arena for a number of 
years and this course will only serve to enhance their 
capability.” 
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“SUFFER THE 
CHILDREN”: 
Chaplain SQNLDR 
Craig Collas meets 
children in a village 
near Lospalos in 
East Timor's eastern 
region during an 
Operation Astute 
activity. Since the 
earliest days of Air 
Force chaplaincy, 
chaplains have 
deployed to all 
operations and 
combat zones 

in which ADF 
personnel have 
served. Many have 
been killed and 
wounded in the 
process. 

Photo: LAC Leigh 
Cameron 
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CHAPLAINCY is defined as: 
“The business. of the spiritual 
health of service personnel and 
their dependants, of their spiritual 
well-being”. 

That has been the driver of the 
branch since it first stood up 70 
years ago in 1940. 

Before the branch's forma- 
tion, the- spiritual welfare of per- 
sonnel was very much à hit and 
miss affair. While the need was 
recognised from the carliest days 
of the Australian Flying Corps. it 
was left to individual squadrons to 
organise such matters. 

In 1912, 1SQN arranged for à 
theological student named Robert 
Howie to conduct services. while 
other squadrons arranged for local 
ministers, lay leaders or theologi- 
cal students to conduct services on 
an ad hoc basis. 

It wasn't until January 1926 
that 3SQN asked RAAF HQ in 
Melbourne if a local minister, 
the Reverend J Boardman, could 
undertake chaplaincy duties with 
the squadron. He was accepted 
and. by being paid a small sti- 


GOOD SHEPHERDS: Above, Air Force 
chaplains gather at Point Cook. 
Below, Chaplains SQNLDR Patrick Woods (left) 
and SQNLDR Michael Donaldson at the CRC at 
Kandahar Airfield. 


Photo; LAC Aaron Curran 


pend, became the RAAF's first 
chaplain (as a civilian). 

Later that year, the Catholic 
Church nominated Fathers Walter 
Walsh and Richard Darby while 
the Anglican Church nominated 
Frederick Hughes and Oswald 
Dent. They became Air Force's 
first uniformed, commissioned 
chaplains. They were attached to 
the Citizens' Air Force (CAF). 

In May 1937, the first 
PAF chaplain, CHAP George 
MeWilliams, was appointed. He 
remained the sole PAF chaplain 
until the start of WWII; 23 chap- 
lains served in the CAT. 

Another six PAF chaplains 
were recruited at the start of the 
war and by the time the Chaplains 
Branch was finally created in 
August 1940 this had increased to 
11; then, by the end of 1940, to 30 
PAF and 43 CAF. 

After the war, chaplains were 
part of the draw-down of the ser- 
vice and by 1946, only eight full- 
time and 18 reservists remained. 

With the outbreak of the 
Korean War, another 17 chaplains 
joined and many posted to Korea 
but with differences in the way 
they operated. They were more 
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EVERYTHING MILITARY 
FRONT & CENTRE 


itual healing 


ecumenical; they ministered to 
servicemen from all participating 
nations and of other faiths. They 
also took a lead in assisting with 
the hundreds of orphanages that 
sprang up. 

By the end of the war, 19 
chaplains had served there. 

Between 1965 and 1971, 15 
PAF chaplains served with the 
RAAF during the Vietnam War. 
They found themselves with the 
same range of issues that had 
challenged their predecessors in 
Korea, including assistance with 
orphanages and the *winning 
hearts and minds' (of local com- 
munities) programs. 

They also often found that ser- 
vices were conducted when time 
and local conditions permitted, 
often to suit a squadron flying 
program. 

The ‘peacetime’ years after 
Vietnam gave the branch space to 
build into the professional arm of 
the service it is today. 

Air Force chaplains first 
deployed to Timor in 1999 and 
now rotate there with Navy and 
Army. They are also deployed to 
the Solomons, 

Chaplains first deployed to 


THERE 1S NO TIME 

MORE APPROPRIATE 
THAN THIS TO SAY 

THANK YOU AND TO 
WISH YOU A VERY 
Merry CHRISTMAS. 


THE 
AIR FORCE SHOP 
TEAM 


the MEAO in 2003 and continue 
there. again on a rotational basis, 
while others have deployed to 
major disasters such as Operations 
Sumatra and Bali Assist. 

Like their brothers and sis- 
ters of the Air Force, chaplains 
have given their ‘last full meas- 
ure of devotion’. Of 12 chaplains 
deployed to the UK in WWII, 
three were killed there. 

Then, in October 2008, the 
service of one chaplain was com- 
memorated in a special ADF way 
when personnel in the MEAO 
opened the “Garry Doecke Bistro’ 
after former Air Force chaplain 
Garry Doecke who suffered a fatal 
heart attack there in 2005. 


Called to God's service 


Chaplains enter the Air Force as 
erdained ministers of religion. 
New chaplains undertake the 
initial officers’ course. After 
graduation they attend the ADF 


chaplains’ initial course at the 
Defence Force Chaplains” College 
(DFOU). 

Chaplains then attend higher- 
level courses: at the ОРОС at later 
stagas in their careers, — 


' or Air Force Shop at A 
65 Kembla Street Fyshwi 
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Another busy but 
rewarding year, 
says CHAP Earl 


"LIFE is tough," said the corporal, "why 
has this happened to her?" 

The sickness of a child, the disap- 
pointment over promotion, the failed 
relationship, the huge success, along 
with many other particular circum- 
stances have made up 2010. It has been 
a very busy year. 

Christmas brings these varied 
events to a reflective moment where we 
make interim assessments as to what 
the year means. Deployments, exercis- 
es, courses, conferences, assessments, 
day-to-day routines of work and family 
make up our lives, together and apart. 

Life can be tough, but the end of 
the year and Christmas brings with it a 
poignancy that concentrates our think- 
ing about the events that we have expe- 
rienced in 2010. 

it is often in looking back that we 
get perspective on what it all means. At 
Christmas we look back to the events 
of 2000 years ago: to the singular birth 
of Jesus Christ. 

Looking back, the promise is that in 
His birth we are promised that God is 
with us in the tough and good times, 
in any of the years we live. This under- 
standing is called Joy, thus "Joy to the 
World" that we sing in Christmas car- 
ols. This is not happiness, — joy incor- 
porates suffering and hope as one, and 
for that simple reality we are always 
grateful. 

Giving gifts to others is one expres- 
sion of how grateful we are for life 
itself. 

A joyful Christmas to all. 


CHAP 
Murray 
Earl, 
Principal 
Air 
Chaplain 
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ATTENTION: 


F-111 FUEL TANK MAINTENANCE WORKERS 
1973-2000 


The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) wants 
to contact all those involved in F-111 fuel tank 
maintenance and associated tasks between 1973 
and 2000. 


More F-111 fuel tank maintenance personnel, 
including pick and patch warkers and others, now 
have easier access to compensation and health care 
arrangements for health conditions associated with 
the work they undertook. 


Please call DVA on 1800 555 323 if you have not 
had recent contact with them on this matter. 


For more information 
visit f111.dva.gov.au 
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Capital Hill, Canberra. 


Andrew Stackpool 


“IF | SHOULD die, think only this of 
me; that there is some corner of a for- 
eign field that is forever England.” 

Poet Rupert Brookes’ evocative 
poem was about WWI but its mes- 
sage is as relevant today as it was 
then. Equally, it is relevant to the thou- 
sands of Allied airmen lost or buried 
across Europe as testimony to the bit- 
ter savagery that marked the air war 
over Europe during WWII; English, 
Australians, Norwegians, Americans, 
Poles, Czechs, French. 

The list goes оп. 

While the ‘comer’ may be English, 
Australian or whatever, despite the 
passage of time. the airmen are often 
remembered by locals who wish to 
acknowledge their courage, service 
and sacrifice in the pursuit of freedom. 

Typical were the actions of the 
French rural community of Languidic 
when they gathered on October 23 to 
honour the crew of a 460S0N RAAF 
Wellington who died nearby. 

At 10.50pm on June 21. 1942, 
Wellington 71383 (side identi- 
ty UV-D), took off from its base at 
Breighton and headed for the waters 
off Lorient, Brittany in France on à 
Gardening mission; mining the waters. 


Sacrifice 
recalled 


It was a vital mission. At Lorient 
the German Kriegsmarine was con- 
structing а massiye set of submarine 
pens which held the 30 boats and 
crews of the 2nd and 10th U-Boat 
Flotillas which would sortie to attack 
the Atlantic convoys. 

Theoretically, the mission was a 
piece of cake. 

All the crew had to do was to sur- 
vive the take-off, the flak and night 
fighters on the way in and the way 
out and the landing, and be home for 
breakfast. 

For Z183, however, her luck ran 
out. 

Some time after midnight on the 
22nd, she was shot down near the tar- 
get by a German nightfighter, possibly 
a Me-110 flown by FSGT Wilhelm Ber 
from NGJ2. 

All five crewmembers, four 
Australians and an Englishman, died. 

The crew of Wellington Z1383 
were FSGT Robert John Buckingham, 
SGT Frederick Roy Martin, SGT W 
S MacQueen, SGT Raymond George 
Marafu Roget and SGT J Moores 
(RAF). 

They are buried in the 
Commonwealth War Graves section of 
the Kerentrech community cemetery in 
Lorient. 


A plaque bearing their names was 
unveiled during the ceremony on 
October 23, which was attended by 
the Australian Defence Attaché Paris. 
GPCAPT Mark Green, the mayor of 
Languidic, and about 100 locals. 

The attendees heard an account 
delivered by Mr Jean Perron who, as a 
14-year-old boy. witnessed the crash. 

He still lives in the farmhouse from 
which he saw the incident 68 years 
ago. 
Addressing the gathering. 


GPCAPT Green spoke of the war- 
time history of 460SQN, the squad- 
ron having flown the most sorties and 
dropped the most tonnage of bombs 
of those RAAF squadrons in Bomber 
Command. 

He also thanked the community 
for its touching remembrance of those 
fallen, so long ago and far from home- 

"It is gratifying to know. that the 
memory of those who gave their lives 
so far from home is still alive in those 
far-off communities,” he said. 


A similar service held later the 
same day unveiled a memorial to the 
crew of an American B-17 that was 
shot down in April 1943. 


The Lorient submarine pens was the 
largest U-boat base ever constructed by 
Germany. It continued in active service 
as a submarine base for the French 

Navy after the war, until its eventual 
decommissioning in 1997. More detail 
on the base can be found at: http://www. 
uboat-bases.com/en/Lorient/welcome.html 


Want a university qualification? 
It may be closer than you think! 


Fast Track your 
University Education 


ADF Higher Education 


Advanced Standing Scheme 


(ADFHEAS Scheme) 


What is the ADFHEAS Scheme? 


The Scheme offers ADF members (current, past and Reserve), pathways into . 
specific higher education courses with defined advanced standing for their А 


Defence provided education, training апа development. 


Who is it for? 


The Scheme is for current, past and Reserve ADF members, who meet 
the entry requirements specified by each participating university for the : 
qualifications on offer, to undertake Undergraduate or Post Graduate studies. 


Which universities are involved? 
Currently we have 29 universities that offer pathways with agreed levels 


of "advanced standing" toward a number of their awards for defined 
Defence education and training. 24 of these universities focus on pathways 
for undergraduate studies *, (11 on line at time of printing * *) with the all 


29 offering Post Graduate pathways. 


The amount of advanced standing given does vary from university to 


university, and from award to award. 


Participating universities are: 


~ Australian Catholic University * = Ы 
Australian National University 
+ Charles Darwin University 

* Charles Sturt University * * 

* CQ University * 

* Deakin University " 

Edith Cowan University 
Griffith University * 

+ La Trobe University” * 

+ Macquarie University 


* Monash University (Faculty of е 
Business and Economics) * 


Murdoch University * 

* Open Universities Australia * - 
* RMIT University * . 
* Southern Cross University " . 


A University Qualification may be closer than you think! 


National Library of Australia 


Swinburne University 
of Technology * * 


* The University of Queensland * 
* University of Adelaide * * 

* University of Canberra * 

* University of Newcastle * * 

* University of New England * 


* University of NSW@ADFA * * 


* University of South Australia * * 


* University of Southern 
Queensland * * 


University of the Sunshine Coast 


* University of Tasmania * 
(inc Australian Maritime College) 


University of Western Sydney " 
University of Wollongong * * 
Victoria University * * 


http://www.defence.gov.au/adfheas/ 
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How are you going to 
enjoy yourself during 
the summer holidays 
while maintaining 

a healthy lifestyle? 

LT Rob Orr says 
moderation is key. 


ERE it is. the dreaded 
article that comes out just 
before stand-down and 
Christmas. 

The article that tells you to cat 
healthy and keep exercising, The arti- 
cle that tells vou not to drink alcohol 
of sit and watch mindless television 
or play video games. 

Running through your mind are 
the thoughts, “I’ve worked hard this 
year, All I want, nay deserve, is a 
break". 

So, in short, you want to drink 
alcohol (responsibly), eat a bucket 
(or two) of deep fried chicken wings 
or a triple chocolate fudge cake with 
cream and ice cream, and play some 
multiplayer online role-playing game 
while watching re-runs of 24 or 
Desperate Housewives. 

Well, contrary to popular belief, 
you сап do all this and still stay 
healthy. How? Moderation. 


AIR FORCE December 9, 2010 


TAKE IT EASY: Enjoy the sunshine this summer with an early morning surf. 


In order to optimise your stand- 
down period, here are some tips to 
allow you to have both what you want 
and what you need, 


Dish it up 

When filling your plate with food 
at family gatherings, office parties or 
functions, start with the vegetables 
first, then add the rest 

The same applies for eating your 
food. Start with the vegetables and 


Australian Government 


Department of Defence 


National Library of Au 


then relax into the typically more 
desired foods. 


Wait for it 


After your first plate of food, wait 
20 minutes before going back for sec- 
onds. You may find that you are full 


Drink, drink, drink 

Between every glass of alcohol 
have a glass of water (yes, vou must 
still drink responsibly) and remember 


campus 


Photo: LAC Craig Barrett 


drinking alcohol and driving is never 
an option. 


Think small 


When cating dessert, go for the 
smallest portion or even cut your por- 
tion in half. Again wait 20 minutes 
before going back for another piece. 


Up and out 
First thing in the morning get up 
and go out. Walk, run, ride. By being 


active in the morning you will get 
your exercise done before you down 
half a turkey or spend hours gaming. 


First in 

Go fora healthy breakfast because 
you can never tell what the rest of the 
day may hold 

Cereals and grains and lots of 
fruit are the way to go. This will give 
you energy for your fun-filled day 
and help you recover from the night 
before. 


Game on 

While online gaming is fun, 
spending time with mates, children 
und dogs is even more fun 

You don’t believe me? Watch a 
Funniest Home Videos show. How 
many people are shown sitting playing 
computer games? Get out and play but 
keep it legal 


Rest 


Good rest is part of health. Good 
rest means not only getting a solid 
eight or so hours of sleep a night, 
it means mentally and physically 
unwinding. 

Read a book (no flashing stimuli) 
or magazine, take а hot bath or spa, 
pet a Massage or sit on the back deck 
with the dog, cat, mates, children, 
spouse (not in that order of course) 
and watch the sun go down. 

Have a fantastic and safe stand- 
down and relax if you can 
earned it 


you've 
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It has been a stellar year for 
Air Force sportspeople. Here 
are some of the highlights 
and lowlights from this 
year’s Air Force News issues. 


February 4 


»- After an 18-year career in the Air 
force, former WGCDR Matt Hall 
continued dazzling crowds around 
the world in the Red Bull Air Race 
world championship. He finished 
third in his debut year. 


» FLTLT Donna Wishart spent the first 


10 days of the year taking part in the 


George Bass Surfboat Marathon on 
the NSW south coast. Rowing for 
the women's Avalon Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club, she covered 190km. 


February 18 


> FLTLT Shane Taylor, president of the 
Australian Defence Cycling Club and 
one of the qualifiers, throws down 
the challenge to ADF riders ahead of 
the world solo 24-hour mountain- 
bike championships in Canberra in 
October. 


March 4 


>» FLTLT Brad Sheldon selected in 
the Australian team for the world 
lacrosse championship in England 
in July. 
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TRIPLE CHAMP: Dominant surfer 


SGT Murray Stabler. 
Photo: LAC Craig Barrett 


DUAL 
GOLDS: 
Thrower 
CPL 
Jacques 
Pretorius at 
the athletics 
titles. 

Photo: TPR 
Michael Franchi 


»- Air Force skiers and snowboarders 
return triumphant in February from 
a five-week trip to Europe with an 
ADF team. FLTLT Justin Carstairs, 
FLTLT Mark Nolan, SQNLDR Des- 
mond Meacham, LAC Philip Moult, 
FLTLT Amanda Gosling and PLTOFF 
Katarina Babic competed at the 
Royal Navy Snowsports. Champion- 
ships in Tignes, France, and then 
the British Inter-service Snowsports 
Championships in Merrbel, France, 
returning with a swag of titles and 
places. 

»- CPL Michael 
Crummy, of 
37SQN, finished 
fourth in the 
final round of 
the Rocky Trail 
Mountain-bike 
Grand Prix 
in Sydney on 
February 6 to 
clinch the four 
round GP. 


March 18 


СЕМ 11272 - ABN 56 870 692 086 


Free pension and advocacy services. 
We represent veterans and former and 
current serving members of the defence 


force. 


We represent veterans of all conflicts. 
Expertise with Military Compensation 

and Veterans Entitlements Legislation's. 
Experienced Advocates to represent 
veterans and serving members at the 
Veterans Review Board and Administrative 


Appeals Tribunal. 


Arrange legal representation and legal aid 
for Administrative Appeals Tribunal 


hearings. 
No obligation to join. 
New members welcome. 


»- FLGOFF Shivani 
Maharaj joined 
the Air Force 
gold rush by 
winning seven 
events — triple 
jump, long jump, 
high jump, 
polevault, dis- 
cus, javelin and 
shotput — at the 
ADF track and 
field champion- 
ships on the 
Gold Coast from 
February 26 to 
28. CPL Cassie 
Fien won the 
women's 5000m 
tace, breaking 
the Defence 
record. FLTLT 
Spencer Cox 
won the 100m 
and 200m titles 
and CPL Jacques 
Pretorious the 
men's discus and 
shotput titles. 


> FLGOFF Lisa Flint 
weighed in with a 
column explaining 
how she spent 
the Christmas/ 
New Year period 
doing high- 
altitude training 
at Falls Creek in 
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de 
the Mt Stromlo 
downhill track. 


Victoria. By winning the Melbourne 
Marathon the previous October, she 
had qualified for the Commonwealth 
Games team but was expected to 
maintain a level of fitness. 


> Air Force made a clean sweep of 
the men's and women’s titles at 
the ADF long-course triathlon titles 
at Huskisson. SGT Craig Ewen- 
Crawford won the men's title and 
reservist ACW Grace MacPherson 
the women’s title. 


April 1 


» The RAAF 2 team beat an HMAS 
Cerberus team in the final of the 
Kapooka 12s Australian football 
on March 13. The team included 
four men who had just been 
inducted in the Air Force Football 
Club’s lend list — coach SGT Sean 


McGrath, SONLDR Shane Calliess, 


LAC Aaron Clayden and FLTLT 
Justin Taylor. FLTLT Taylor had 
actually retired but happened to 
have his boots in his car boot. 


» OFFCDTs Amy Brewster, Kirstie 
Prothero, Amanda Varley and 
Kathryn Koslowicz were in the 
ADFA netball team which won the 
Kapooka 75. 


April 15 


» FLTLT Terry Withers, 45, wins 
Defence ironman triathlon title 
at Port Macquarie. He had to 
swim 3.8km, ride 180km and run 
42 2km in a race that got plenty 
of media attention because of the 
participation of Opposition Leader 
Tony Abbott among more than 
1500 entrants. 


>» CPL Matt Monaghan, with not 
out scores of 66 and 70 and a 
second-innnings four wickets for 
20 runs off 11 overs, leads RAAF 
Base Richmond in the Hawkesbury 
District Cricket Association second- 
grade grand final on March 28. 


April 29 
»- CPL Debbie Gryllis named the 


Rocky Mountain 
High here | come 


MOUNTAIN-BIKER CPL Sarah 
Booth plans to travel to Europe 
and Canada next year with a 
view to boosting her world elite 
women's ranking. 

Last year her ranking was 
No 32. That was based solely 
on performances in Australia, 
including the World Cup which 
was held in Stromlo Forest Park 
in Canberra in which she fin- 
ished 21° in the downhill race. 

“I haven't got a clue what the 
ranking is now but ГИ be aiming 
to get it into the 205,” she said. 

CPL Booth, of RAAF Base 
Williamtown, was one of the star 
performers at the ADF MTB cham- 
pionships in Canberra early last 


women’s Most Valuable Player at 
the ADF Services Australian Football 
Association championship in Mel- 
bourne in April. 


» OFFCDTs Emma Polkinghorne 
(now FLGOFF) and Carrie Fettes 
named in the Australian country 
water polo team to tour Hawail in 
August. following fine performanc- 
gs with the Australian Defence 
Vipers at the Australian Gountry 
Championships in Albury. 


» Former WGCDR Matt Hall scores a 
career-best second place in front of 
140,000 spectators at the Red Bull 
Air Race in Perth on April 18. 


» FLTLT Shane Taylor was the 
best-performed ADF rider in the 
Australian Solo 24-hour Mountain- 
bike Championships in Canberra. 


May 13 


»- Three years after he was left on the 
roadside by a hit-and-run driver in 
Townsville, FSGT Tony Benfer wins 
two silver medals in adaptive events 
atthe Edward Trickett Rowing Regatta 
in Sydney in April — ahead of being 
asked to join the ADF Paralympic 
Sports Program and Association. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927656 


month. She won the women’s 
four-cross title (finishing fourth 
overall) and the dewnhill wom- 
en's titles. 

She was upbeat about the 
races. 

“| had good runs. I got a flat 
in my final run but you get that 
in racing." 

Her next goal is competing 
at the Australian MTB Series leg 
in Hobart next month 

Her focus next year will 
shift to Europe, where she 
hopes to take in some events, 
and will culminate at Whistler 
in Canada in July for the nine- 
day Crankworx MTB festival. 


» For the eighth year in a row, Air Force 
claimed the men’s title at the annual 
NSW inter-service hockey competition 
in Sydney from April 21 to 23. 


May 27 


» CPL Cassie Fien scores an emphatic 
win in the Sydney half-marathon on 
May 16. 


»- FLTLT Shane Taylor finishes second 
and CPL Michael Crummy third in 
the Defence eight-hour mountain- 
bike championships at Nowra on the 
NSW coast on May 16. 


» AC Nate Ball coaches the ADF 
women's hockey team that drew 
a three-game series against a 
powerful Royal Air Force team in 
Sydney and Wollongong in April. 
The Air Force women in the team 
were FLTLT Kate Aitken, FLTLT 
Zalie Munro-Rustean and LACW 
Tara Woodward. The men's ADF 
team — which included FLTLT Ollie 
Bailey, FLGOFF Shaun Buckett. 
LAC Thomas Miller, FLTLT James 
Norman, FLTLT Peter Nugent, FLTLT 
Mark Ross and LAC Warwick Smith 
— beat the RAF in a three-game 
clean sweep. 


June 10 


»- Prop LAC Brian White, known to his 
teammates as the Polar Bear, named 
the best player at the tri-service 
rugby carnival in Canberra in May. 


> FLGOFF Lisa Flint named in the 


Commonwealth Games team bound 
for India. 


> Reservist FLGOFF Ed Betar sets his 


sights on Racing The Planets 2012 
race in the Gobi Desert in China 
after competing in the seven-day 
250km Australian leg in the Kimber- 
leys in late April, raising more than 
$5000 for SANE Australia, 


June 24 


»- Four Air Force players - LACW 
Brimlea Smyth, FLGOFF Margie 
Quinn, FLGOFF Gabrielle Cook and 
SQNLDR Mina Roberts — are part 
of the Australian Services Rugby 
team that finished second in divi- 
sion two of the Australian women's 
championship їп Canberra in early 
June. After the tri-service carnival 
in May — at which Air Force had 

to join forces with Navy to field a 
team — CAF AIRMSHL Mark Binskin 
announces that Air Force aims to 
field its own women’s team at next 
year's carnival. 


»- For the third year running, SGT 
Murray Stabler wins the longboard 
surfing title at the NSW titles at Port 
Stephen in late May. 


» FLGOFF Lisa Flint second in the 


Christchurch half-marathon in New 
Zealand. 


» Former WGCDR Matt Hall is praised 
for his flying when he regained con- 
trol of his MXS-R aircraft after skim- 
ming the Detroit River in Canada in 
a Red Bull race. 


July 8 


>» Cancer survivor FLGOFF (now 
FLTLT) Linda Figgins runs the 
gauntlet of wildlife in a half-mara- 
thon through a South African game 
park in June. She had so much fun, 
She wants to do it again. 


»- CPL Dean Cook overcomes a 


stomach complaint to win the 
Australian 100km ultra-marathon 


title on the Gold Coast on June 13. 


»- Air Force players dominate at the 
Australian Tenpin Bowling Associa- 
tion Masters titles in Adelaide in 
June. With a last-ball strike, CPL 
Dave Hogan beat SGT Dave Cole 

in the final. Air Force also won the 
services team challenge and 11 

Air Force players were named in à 
representative team. 


> SQNLDR Fleur James wins the 


Hall’s 
well 
that 
ends 
well 


AUSTRALIANS will see plenty of 
aerobatics pilot Matt Hall next 
year, 

Not that they could complain 
about this year's fare. 

Former WGCDR Hall finished 
second in the Perth leg of the 
Red Bull Air Race in front of 
140,000 people in April and he 
also appeared al the Williamtown 
Air Show in September and at 
the Sandown round of the V8 
Supercars last month 

But the Red Bull series will go 
into at least a year's hiatus next 
year, leaving him with more time 
on his hands 

"Matt will be flying at many 
air shows, including Avalon, 
Ingham and Bundaberg,” a 
spokesman for his team said. 
“We also aim to be visible at 


Air Show 


Masters section in the half-marathon 
at the Dili City of Peace marathon on 
June 20. 


> |п а one-two finish for Air Force, 
SGT Lance Purdon beat home FLTLT 
Jason Keir in the male veteran 
35-44 section of the Defence cross- 
country titles in Canberra on June 
18. 


July 22 


»- CPL Cassie Fien second in half- 
marathon titles on the Gold Coast in 
early July. Commonwealth Games 
marathoner FLGOFF Lisa Flint comes 
in sixth. SONLDR Steve Johnson 
wins the men's masters event in the 
marathon. 


August 5 


>» After playing 286 games for 
Australia and winning two Olympic 
medals, a silver and a bronze, SGT 
Tracey Mosley announces her retire- 
ment fram international games after 
the world softball championships in 
Venezuela, South America, in July. 


»- Tighthead prop LAC Brian White 
named player of the series again 
after helping a developing Australian 
Rugby Union team thump a visiting 
United States Combined Services 
team 2-0 in Sydney and Canberra. 


ADCU is giving you the 


chance to 


Photo: LAC Aaron: Curran 


several other high-profile metor 
sport and action sport events.” 

This year brought a mixed hag 
of results for Hall, 

Aside from Perth, he finished 
fourth in Rio, Brazil, in May and 
third in Lausitz, Germany, in 
August. 

But there were low points. 

In early June his MSX-R air- 
crafl skimmed the surface of the 
Detroit River in Canada during 
qualifying for the Windsor race. 

He was lauded for his brilliant 
flying, averting a crash, but the 
aircraft was damaged and he 
was Sanctioned and not allowed 
to compete at the next leg of the 
series in New York. 

Hall, a former F/A-18 pilot at 
RAAF Base Williamtown, was in 
the Air Force for 18 years. 


> FLTLT Stewart Parkinson named in 
the Australian team for the world open 
underwater hackey championships in 
Medellin, Columbia in August. 


» CPL Cassie Fien finishes second in 
the Launceston 10 running race in 
wet and cold conditions in July. 


August 19 


> CPL Adrian dA Pozzo wins the NSW 
Masters Indoor archery title and fin- 
ishes third acrass Australia in July. 


»- CPL Cassie Fien runner-up in the 
womens category of the 14km 
City2Surf in Sydney on August 8. 


> SQNLDR Richard Gardiner named 
runner-up in the ADF Athlete of the 
Year award. 


»- For the fourth year, FLTLT Mark 
Ross retains his position as the 
Australian Country Open men's 
goalkeeper, following the country 
titles in Canberra in late July/early 
August. 


September 2 


» Air Force wins five of the 10 catego- 
ries on offer at the Defence national 
squash tournament at RAAF Base 
Williamtown in August, including 
the inter-service chalienge for the 


ninth year in a row. SGT Madonna 
Doyle wins the women's open for 
the fifth time. 


September 16 


> FLTLTs Tina Willmett and Jane Ked- 
die jointly win the ADF's women's 
sprint biathlon crown at Mt Hotham 
in Victoria in August. 


> Snowboarder FLTLT Amanda 
Gosling wins the giant slalom at the 
Australian Defence Alpine Sports 
Association Championships at Mt 
Hotham from August 2 to 6. She 
also combines with FLTLT Rachael 
Webb and ACW (now LACW) 
Katrina Black to win the women's 
snowboard teams competition. 


September 30 


»- GPCAPT Phil Tammen and SQNL- 
DRs Hilton Hunter, Roger Kropman 
and Rob Saunders, from Logistics 
Branch, walk 100km in the Sydney 
Oxfam Trailwalker from August 27 
to.29. Calling themselves Log Jam, 
they raise more than $3000 for 
Oxfam charities. 


October 14 


» SGT Tim Muelberg, a mainstay of 
the South Australian basketball team, 
is asked to join the South Australian 
netball team for the ADF titles in Syd- 
ney in September and does so well in 
the goal shooter's bib, he is named in 
the ADF All Stars team along with 10 
other Air Force players. 


>» FLTLT Damon Stefani wins the ADF 
road cycling title in South Australia 
in September. CPL Fiona Parslow 
wins the women's title. 


» GPL Rob Fitzgerald's final bowl 
clinched the ADF title for Air Force 
at the ADF lawn bowls champion- 
ships in Brisbane in September. AC 
(now LAC) Robert Hunt was named 
player of the series. 


October 28 


» In the absence of FLTLT Shane Tay- 
lor who was injured, CPL Michael 
Crummy was the leading ADF rider 
in the world 24-hour solo mountain- 
bike titles in Canberra on October 9 
and 10. Just days before leaving for 
a posting to the MEAO, he finishes 
20" overall in a field of 411 and is 
fourth in the 30-34 years division. 


» AC John Andreou scores the 
winning touchdown for Sydney 
Metro to win the men's open final 
at the ADF touch championships at 
Gallipoli Barracks, Enoggera from 
September 29 to October 1. 


> FLGOFF Lisa Flint vows to fight 


on after exhaustion forces her to 
pull out at the 32km mark of the 


women's marathon at the Com- 
monwealth Games in New Delhi on 
October 14. "| won't give up," she 
says. 


»- CPL Aiden Burke, LAC Dan Holt, 
LAC Steve Mills, CPL Ben Martin 
and LAC Pete Adam chosen in 
a combined ADF team after the 
Australian Services Rugby Leagues 
titles in Sydney from September 27 
to October 1. 


November 11 


» No 9 batsman FLGOFF Jimmy Lee 
and No 10 LAC Aaron Goodwin put 
оп а 46-run stand against Army in 
Canbertra on November 3 to guide 
Air Force to.a remarkable victory 
in the ADF cricket championship. 


> SQNLDR Kay Wiseman finishes 
perhaps her best bodybuilding 
season to date with third place in 
the Masters at the International 
Federation of Bodybuilding titles in 
Sydney on October 23. 


» CPL Cassie Fien competes in the 
world half-marathon championship 
in Nanning, China, on October 16. 
She is disappointed with her 42nd 
place which was way outside of her 
personal best. 


» FLGOFF Andre Holmes, CPL Richard 
Falkenmire, LAC Chris Tuttiet, LAC 
Bodine Luscott and LAC Chris 
Rafter represent Air Force in the ADF 
combined team at the Pacific Nations 
Military Cup in Canberra in October. 


November 25 


» CPL Dean Cook is the leading 
Australian in the world 100km 
ultra marathon titles in Gibraltar on 
November 7. 


> Air Force riders dominate the ADF 
mountain-bike championships in 
Canberra — including LAC Alex 
Wruck who won the downhill title 
despite having a broken toe. 


»- CPL Kirsten Nicolle's 
disappointment of pulling out mid- 
race with illness after eight hours 
racing in the 111km Hawkesbury 
Canoe Classic in late October 
is tempered by her fundraising 
efforts. She raises $4136 for the 
Arrow Bone Marrow Transplant 
Foundation. 


»- CPL Peter Booth named King of 
the Beach after the beach volleyball 
section of the ADF volleyball 
championship at RAAF Base Amberley 
in late October and then figures in 
the winning South Queensland team 
that won the men's indoor title. He is 
one of 16 Air Force men and women 
named in the national Defence team 
that will play in the Arafura Games in 
Darwin in May. 
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John Martin 


AFTER the blood and the sweat came the cheers. 

Having battled his body and mind to fin- 
ish the world title 100km race in Gibraltar last 
month, CPL Dean Cook has retired. 

He toasted the end of his career with his 
fiancé Shannon at a Barcelona restaurant on 
the way home. 

“Tm going to have a rest for at least 12 
months, and then 111 see what other challenges 
there are,’ CPL Cook said. “Certainly, I’ve run 
my last 100km race, though.” 

It has been a sparkling ultra-marathon 
career for CPL Cook, 36, who is a PTI at 
Russel! in Canberra. 

On the Gold Coast in Jume this year he won 
the Australian 100km title for the first time. 

Gibraltar was his fourth world champion- 
ships in four years, following on the heels of 
Holland, Italy and Belgium. 

He was the leading Australian finisher at 
Gibraltar — but said he could easily have nol 
finished at all. 

The day before, he and Shannon took a 
cable-car ride to the top of the Gibraltar Rock 
— and ended up walking 2km to the bottom, 
which is hardly great training the day before 
such a big race. 
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End of the 
long road 


The shoes he wore for the race were only 
about 50km old — something he came to regret as 
his feet pounded the streets on a course that cir- 
cled the streets of the compact Gibraltar 19 times. 

“1 wore away the insoles of my socks and 
bled out on to the outsides of the shoes.” 

Worse, when he looked down at his watch 
to work out a split time, his right foot fell into a 
pot-hole which made a previous groin injury flare 
up. Because he tried to compensate for the groin 
injury. it impacted on his right hamstring, 

He had to stop running several times to 
relieve hamstring cramping with stretching or 
massage and to take nutritional supplements. 

“Į was considering а DNF [Did Not Finish]. 
As it was my last race, a DNF would have 
probably haunted me.” 

When he caught sight on the big red finish 
line near the end, it gave him a new sense of 
urgency. 

“Once Т turned the corner T stepped up the 
pace to be confident that Т had finished as the first 
Aussie” 

He finished 45" overall, 54 seconds ahead 
of his nearest Australian teammate. 


THAT'S A RAP: CPL Dean Gook 
crosses the 100km line for the last time. 
Photo: Shannon Savage 
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CIN ES ES REAK 


O ONE could accuse Air Force's elite athletes of not 
going the distance this year. 

They have just about gone to the ends of the 
earth to follow their sporting dreams. 

CPL Dean Cook went to Gibraltar, the place where 
Beatie John Lennon married Yoko Ono in 1969. 

The lyrics on the Ballad of John and Ono says You can 
get married in Gibraltar near Spain. We can be more geo- 
graphically precise than that, though. Gibraltar is a British 
territory on the southern end of the Iberian Peninsula at 
the entrance of the Mediterranean. 

SGT Tracey Mosley's swansong was at the world 
softball championships in Venezuela, South America, in 
July after 286 games for Australia that took her to many 
parts of the world, including the Athens Olympics In 2004 
where she won a silver medal, and the Beijing Olympics in 
2008 where she won bronze. We'll still get to see her play 
for Air Force, the ADF and in domestic softball but she has 
bowed out of the international arena. 

FLGOFF Lisa Flint contested the women's marathon 
in the Commonwealth Games in New Delhi, India, in 
October. She withdrew exhausted at the 32km mark, but 
vowed to rebound from her first big international event. 

CPL Cassie Fien went to Nanning, China, in October 
to run in the world half-marathon titles. She also fell 
below her personal expectations or match her perfor- 
mance at the 2009 world half-marathon titles in England 
but only a fool would write her and FLGOFF Lisa Flint off. 

CPL Michael Crummy had the least distance to travel 
among Air Force's elite athletes this year. The world 
24-hour solo mountain-bike championship was held in 
Canberra (nowhere near Spain) and the world's best rid- 
ers had to beata path to his door. 

He finished 20" in a field of 411 — beating home a 
number of ADF riders who had also qualified for the event. 

But in case you thought he got off easy in the travel 
department, consider this. 

Just days after completing the 24-hour race, he trav- 
elled to the MEAO for a four-month rotation. 


Thunderbirds are go000000oooo, 


THE new fleet of Super Hornets prob- 
ably have nothing to worry about. And 
even if they did, someone could seek 
advice from WGCDR David Zemel. 

To the musical accompaniment of 
Thunderbirds Are Go at the Red Bull 
Flugtag in Sydney early last month, 
WGCDR Zemel piloted a flying 
machine with an eight-metre wingspan 
20,5 metres from a ramp into Sydney 
Harbour. 

This journey smashed the previous 
Australian record that stood at 17.8 
metres. 

The winning machine, Thunderbird, 
was built by WGCDR Zemel and 
his mates from the Sports Aircraft 
Association of Australia. It was nearly 
six months in the making. 

When WGCDR Zeme! isn't don- 
ning a helmet and life jacket and pilot- 
ing aircraft from ramps (in front of 
30,000 people at Mrs Macquarie's 
Point), he has à much more serious 
role as the deputy director of aircraft 
structura] integrity at RAAF Williams 
at Laverton. 

Serious thoughts. however, can 
strike even at the most lighthearted 
events, especially when you realise it's 
too late to change your mind. 

"As the craft and dolly approached 
the edge of the ramp 1 saw the water 
nine metres below and went into sen- 
sory overload," WGCDR Zemel said. 
“Then I saw the water again a split 
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STILL IN 
ONE PIECE: 
Thunderbird 
the day before 
it broke the 
Australian 
record. 


second before being unceremoniously 
dumped over Thunderbird’s nose into 
Sydney Harbour.” 

For the technically minded, 
Thunderbird featured a spar constructed 
from extruded foam sandwiched by two 
3mm pieces of local hardware plywood. 
The nose, the wing and tailplane were 
constructed from high density foam 
hotwired into shape. 

For the historians, you'll have to wait 
to see Thunderbird in the flesh, as it 
were, 

Alter surviving a trip on the back 
ofa windy trailer to Sydney and then a 
nine-metre fall and 20-metre flight into 
Sydney harbour, only parts of the flying 
machine were recovered by the salvage 
crew at the Flugtag and the 31 other 
competitors who followed just added to 
the confusion about what part was what. 

WGCDR Zemel is hopeful though 
that Thunderbird will be go once again. 

*What was recovered will hopefully 
be displayed at the Avalon airshow in 
March 201 1." he said. 
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THE Air Force cricket team’s finest 
hour this year arrived on November 
3 when it won the ADF cricket titles 
— but the job’s not finished yet. 

During the past three years, 
the RAAF Cricket Association 
(RAAFCA) has raised $27,000 for 
the McGrath Foundation, which rais- 
es moncy to place breast-care nurses 
in communities across Australia, as 
well as increasing breast awareness in 
young women. 

That's a pretty good effort, but 
RAAFCA vice-president FLTLT 
Justin van Beuningen said there’s 
$53,000 still to raise. 

“We have set $80,000 as a fund- 
raising target," he said. “This is what 
it costs to fund a breast-care nurse for 
12 months.” 

There is no time limit for that, but 
obviously the sooner, the better. 

FLTLT van Beuningen put the fun- 
draising idea to RAAPCA in February 
2008. 

"Air Force cricket has been for- 
tunate enough to have had some tre- 
mendous sponsorship support over thé 
past five or so years. 

“In general, the various ADF 
sports are more than happy to accept 
this. financial support, but besides the 
usual uniform branding, we generally 
do not give anything back, 

“It was for this reason | floated 
the idea of putting a percentage of 
our team fines to a suitable char- 
ity as well as other fundraising 
activities (auctions and raffles). | 
suggested a cricket-related charity 
like the McGrath Foundation and 
this was unanimously accepted." 

The McGrath Foundation is à good 
fit for RAAFCA. 

The foundation was co-founded by 
(since deceased) Jane McGrath and 
her cricketing husband Glenn after 
Jane's diagnosis and initial recovery 
from breast cancer. 

The McGrath Foundation has pro- 
vided 54 McGrath breast-care nurses 
across Australia. 

The McGrath Foundation 
was contacted in March 2008 and 


THE WINNER: CPL Daniel McK 
with his trophy. Photo: SGT Murray 
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ON-FIELD GLORY: FLGOFF 
Jimmy Lee, left, embraces LAC 
Aaron Goodwin after hitting the 
winning runs to beat Army at the 
ADF carnival; above, players and 
officials celebrate together. 

Photos: LAC Aaron Curran 


RAAFCA registered as a recognised 
supporter. 

“Throughout 2008 I contact- 
ed numerous cricket companies 
for donations of sporting goods 
or signed memorabilia to use in 
an auction and raffle’ FLTLT van 
Beuningen said. 

“During the 2008 National Inter- 
service Carnival we were able to raise 
$5662.55 over the four days of the 
carnival. 

“Following on from our first year's 
success, | was fortunate enough to get 
a lot more donations in 2009, 


"As a result, we ended up with 
close to 50 auction items includ- 
ing a Don Bradman signed piece, 
numerous signed cricket bats and 
the 30 pink 2009 IDCC/McGrath 
Foundation game stumps. 

"During the 2009 International 
Defence Cricket Challenge. RAAF 
Cricket raised $18,632.30, About 
$14,600 was raised by the auctions 
and the remaining $4000 through the 
tournament fines and the RAAF team 
doing some tin shaking in town a few 
evenings.” 

This year’s ADF carnival in 


Canberra brought great on-field suc- 
cess, FLGOFF Jimmy Lee, batting at 
No 9, and LAC Aaron Goodwin, at 
No 10, put on a 46-run stand against 
Army to steer their team to a remark- 
able victory. 

But fundraising continued off the 
field. 

“From my contacts made over the 
past two years I was able to obtain 15 
various signed рїссєз of memorabilia, 

“With a very small national carni- 
val of no more than 50 people, 1 was 
able to raise a little over $3000 during 
the three-day carnival" 


» Logistics 


WHEN CPL Daniel MeKay won 
the RAAF Base Darwin Physical 
and Recreational Section’s annual 
cross-country event on November 
5, he was perhaps the most sur- 
prised man at the finish. 

As far as he knew there were 
two people ahead of him in the 
race. Не had seen the unmistak- 
able sight of their backs, which 
is always a good sign that you're 
trailing. 

What CPL MeKay didn't 
know was that the pair, defending 
champion AC Aaron Geier and 
AC Ron Free, had taken a wrong 
turn 3km from the finish. They 
should have turned right at the top 
of the 6.9km course. 

"| didn't realise they'd gone 
the wrong way and just thought 
they had broken away from my 
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This way for the win 


sight,” CPL McKay said. “I didn't 
even know I was first until I'd fin- 
ished.” 

The race was held at Lee 
Point Reserve, a protected his- 
torical piece of land that acted 
as our front line of defence for 
the Australian mainland during 
WWII. 

A well-preserved WWII bun- 
ker signalled the beginning and 
end of the race. 

Forty-five runners contested 
the race. Most of them were from 
RAAF Base Darwin, but a few 
Army and Navy personnel also 
competed, 

WOFF Glenn Carter finished 
sccond and LAC Josh Lord third. 

Army filled the first two wom- 
en's places but LACW Cindy 
Baines was third. 
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Finding touch 
with $54,237 


THE Xmen over-30s touch 

team from RAAF Base Dar- 

win not only returned from the > 
Alice Springs Masters Games 

as winners, they also raised a 
whopping $54,237.55 for the 
National Breast Cancer Founda- 
tion (NBCF). 

The team’s goal was to 
raise $25,000 — topping the 
$22,429.85 they raised in 2008 
— and for the five months before 
the Masters Games in October 
team members were busy fun- 
draising at major events in and 
around Darwin. 

When they passed the goal, the 
bar was merely raised. The new 
aim was to make $50,000 by the 
end of the Games. 

During the Masters Games 
each player was required to raise фе 
$150 before being allowed to 
have a frothy lager. This ensured 
that the fundraising did not stop. 

The team beat the Alice 
Springs Indians 10-2 in the gold- 
silver play off. 

The team paid thanks and 
wished good luck to WOFF 
Blake Cameron who soon will 
be discharging from the Air 
Force. He has been a driving 
force behind the team and its 
fundraising. 

Since 2008 the team has raised 
$76.672.30. The Xmen plan on » 
retuming to Alice Springs іп 2012 `~ 
to defend the gold medal and take 
the fund raising effort over the 
$100,000 mark. 


Softball victory 


FIVE Air Force personnel figured in 
the tri-service ACT team that beat 
Navy 15-1 in the ADF Women’s 
Softball Championships at Randwick 
Barracks last month. Dual Olympic 
medallíst SGT Tracey Mosley cap- 
tained the team and smashed a 
hore-run in the first innings of the 
final. The other RAAFies were PLTOFF 
Vanessa Bennett, ACW Bailey Baker, 
OFFCDT Karina Harvey and OFFCDT 
Kate Sewell. 


Full report, next edition 
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The F-111 retirement is the 
end of a remarkable chapter 
for Air Force. The Pigs provided 
37 years of fine service to 
Australia, in particular as a 
strategic deterrent. The people 
who flew, maintained and 
supported the F-111s deserve 
recognition for all of their hard 
work, especially as the aircraft 

aged. The F-111 
was in many 
ways unique and 
will always have 
a special place in 
RAAF s history. 


12-page tribute to our bomber and all its people 
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overhead that seemed to fit be paramount but this has 


n FOR two days there was 
nota dry eye at RAAF | 
Base Amberley when the 
much-loved F-111 was 
berry December 2 


the mood. 
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Colours of the RAAF and 
1SQN and 6SQN as they 
paraded in front of the 
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NOSTALGIC RETURN: Daryll Macklin 
who marshalled 68QN's A8-125, after 
its final flight — repeating the job he 

did with Australia’s first F-111 in 1973. 


Photos: LAC Aaron Curran 


BUZZING: Below, crowds take a last 


look at the F-111. 


Photo: CPL Andrew Eddie 


Tales aplenty 


LAC Aaron Curran 


THE F-111 went out on Friday, 
December З, with a spec- 
tacular six-ship display over 

a crowd of more than 2000 
wide-eyed spectators. 

Its final flight was one to 
remember, with people in 
the crowd cheering, clapping 
and even crying as the F-111 
reminded everyone of its abili- 
ties and show-stopping pres- 
ence. 

In the grey skies over RAAF 
Base Amberley, six 6SQN 
F-111s conducted a flypast 
in formation with one aircraft 
doing a solo display and a low 
and long dump and burn — the 
last one in history. 

CO 6SQN Micka Gray, who 
flew A8-125, said the weather 


made moving the formation 
around challenging. 

"In the morning we picked 
up on the sense of occasion 
that was happening and then 
we had to get back into flying 
that fairly complicated sortie,” 
he said. “It was a busy sortie 
but very gratifying and looking 
down at all the people was just 
great. | tried not to think that it 
was the last time — but it was.” 

WGDCR Gray took with 
him a RAAF Ensign, US flag 
and his late father's 22SON 
patch. 

When they landed, fami- 
lies of the crews and a huge 
media pack were waiting for 
them — and they were greeted 
by thunderous applause from 
the crowd. 

AB-125 was the first F-111 
to touch down on Australian 


Soil on June 1, 1973, and to 
meet it and marshal it into 
place was Daryll Macklin, then 
a CPL airframe fitter. Daryll 
was also there on its last day 
and was given the honour of 
marshalling it for the last time. 

*| was proud and privileged 
to be able to do it,” he said. 

“It was absolutely mag- 
nificent and just like old times. 
Who would have thought 37 
years ago that 1 would be at 
the start of it and at the end of 
it as well?" 

Another person with a link 
to 125 was then airframe fitter 
John Manuel, 62. John went to 
the US to pick up the first six 
F-111s and made sure he was 
at the farewell. 

“| worked on 125 in 19737 
John said. 

*Seeing the display gave 


JUST GREAT: CO 5SON WGCDR Micka Gray speaks to the media 
Photo: LACW Sandra Midson 


after his last flight. 
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me goose bumps and it was 
very emotional. They will never 
be forgotten? 

Once the six Pigs were on 
the tarmac and shut down 
for the last time, two F/A-18F 
Super Hornets flew low over 
them to symbolise the chang- 
ing of the guard and to say. 
"We take over from here". 

It was then back to the 
Boeing hangar where WGDCR 
Gray symbolically handed 
the F-111 fleet back to CAF 
AIRMSHL Mark Binskin. 

With the toasting over and 
speeches done, the thousands 
of people, all with an associa- 
tion with the F-111, then con- 
verged on Matson Oval near 
the front gate for a long barbe- 
cue and even longer tales — all 
'Pigs' Tales’. 


HISTORY: A8-126 
performs the last 
dump and burn. 
Photo: CPL Andrew Eddie 


DELIGHT: FLTLT 
Mathew Michell is 
interviewed moments 
after stepping from an 
F-111 for the final time, 


Photo: LAC Dan Pinhorn 
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WHILE the farewell focus is 
on the aircraft, the dedicated 
thousands of personnel who 
kept them maintained and fly- 
ing over the past four decades 
must also be remembered. 

Included in their ranks are 
the contractors who worked 
tirelessly with SRSPO to 
develop innovative solutions 
and problem-solving methods 
to ensure the aircraft remained 
a formidable long-range strike 
aircraft. 

They include many former 
Air Force technicians as well 
as reserve members. 

Chief among the contrac- 
tors were Boeing Defence 
Australia, Rockwell Australia, 
Raytheon Australia, Rosebank 
Engineering and TAE. 

Boeing and Rockwell ini- 
tially came on board when the 
aircrafts' avionics were upgrad- 
ed from analogue to digital 
systems in the 1990s. Since 
then, they have branched into 
major repairs, modifications 
and upgrades. 

An example of this occurred 
in April 2008 when A8-112 was 
severely damaged after being 
struck by a pelican. 

Boeing senior structures 
engineer Agnes Foo said work- 
ing on the venerable aircraft 
brought some unusual chal- 
lenges in a modern era. 

Apart from the usual cor- 
rosion and wear and tear, the 
engineering drawings provided 
the greatest challenges. 

"The stress reports and 
drawings were hand-written 


CLOSING CHAPTER: Above, 
from left, deputy chief engineer 
SQNLDR Alex McCreath, 
logistics manager Rich Power 
and CO Strike Logistics 
Management Unit SRSPO 
WGCDR David Abraham. 

Photo: LAC Aaron Curran 
JIGSAW: Left, in 2003, Boeing 
employees perform an R4 
service on F-111G A8-506 at 
Amberley, Photo: courtesy Boeing 
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THE decommissioning of the 
F-111s has also brought an end 
to the organisation that mentored 
them over the years, the Strike 
Reconnaissance Systems Pro- 
gram Office (SRSPO). 

While a number of specialist 
elements and other units also 
supported the F-111, SRSPO is 
the only unit that is to be totally 
disbanded when the aircraft are 
withdrawn from service. 

Co-located with the Pigs at 
RAAF Base Amberley, SHSPO 
stood up in November 2000 as 
the first System Program Office 
(SPO) within the Aerospace 
Systems Division of the Defence 
Materiel Organisation (DMO). 

Its role was to provide man- 
agement and governance over 
the F-111 contracts in support of 
82WG. 

CO Strike Logistics 
Management Unit SRSPO 
WGCDR David Abraham said 
it was the first time there was 
a one-stop-shop to manage all 
aspects of acquisition and sus- 
tainment support for the aircraft. 

"While there was a concentra- 


tion of APS staff within business 
support functions, SRSPO oper- 
ated a tightly integrated military 
and APS workforce totalling 57 
personnel within the logistics and 
engineering management func- 
tions,” he said, 

"Key contractors supporting 
SRSPO — Boeing. Raytheon, 
Tasman Aviation and Rosebank 
Engineering — will maintain a 
presence at Amberley as prime 
or sub-contractors supporting 
other Defence capabilities" 

With the closure of SRSPO 
there was a distinct sadness 
among its members with the 
pending retirement of the F-111 
and the demise of the SPO. 

“Our people were rightfully 
proud of the SPO and the funda- 
mental role it had in sustaining 
the F-111’s systems,” he said. 

SRSPO was formed from 
501WG, which stood up in 
1992 from the amalgamation 
of No 3 Aircraft Depot and 482 
Maintenance Squadron. 

Their staff transferred from 
Melbourne to Amberley and 
joined 501WG in April 1992, 
creating the Weapon System 
Logistics Management Unit, This 
brought together the technical 
and logistics elements respon- 


Kudos for contractors 


in the 1960s and 1970s by 
[aircraft manufacturer] General 
Dynamics and most of the cal- 
culations were done with slide 
rules as the aircraft were built 
before there were computers,” 
she said. 

Raytheon was responsible 
for deeper maintenance and 
engineering and logistics sup- 
port for the avionics. Working 
with the SRSPO, the partner- 
ship achieved savings of about 
$20 million over the life of the 
contract. 
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Rosebank Engineering 
specialised in a range of com- 
ponent engineering, manu- 
facture, repair, overhaul, test 
and assembly and provision 
of logistic support, including 
precision machining of flight 
controls, landing gear and air- 
frame parts, micro-grinding of 
hydraulic flight control compo- 
nents and component support. 

TAE provided the Through 
Life Support of the various 
marques of the F-111’s TF30 
engines. The company has 


man 


supported the Pigs for their 
entire lives, with several of its 
staff sent to the USA for train- 
ing before the first airframes 
touched down at Amberley. 


То commemorate the aircraft, 
Rosebank Engineering has 
manufactured a limited edition 
model of the F-111; 1000 models. 
Individually numbered, they are 


ed of aluminium and 


are 30cm long. The price is $242, 
including post and handling. Inquiries 
to Daryll Macklin at: daryll.macklin& 
rosebank-eng.com.au 
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sible for supporting the F-111. 
Most importantly they were posi- 
tioned, for the first time, with the 
aircraft at its operating base. 

The group was subsequently 
joined by personnel from the 
F-111 project office in Canberra 
and became the core of SRSPO. 

SRSPO took on expanded 
responsibilities when 501WG's 
responsibilities for engineer- 
ing and maintenance support 
were outsourced to commer- 
clal industry in 2000 under the 
Commercial Support Program. 

SRSPO now became respon- 
sible for managing the service 
contracts with Australian aero- 
space companies to deliver the 
maintenance and technical 
expertise required to sustain 
F-111 engines, avionics systems, 
airframes and weapons systems. 

Ultimately, SRSPO became 
accountable for the technical 
airworthiness of the F-111 and 
for delivering effective F-111 inte- 
grated logistics support and ser- 
vices to 82WG and Air Combat 
Group. 

The decommissioning is an 
historic date for the SRSPO. It 
was the first SPO to stand up as 
part of DMO; now it is the first 
DMO SPO to close. 


Pigs not gone 
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Punching out 


WGCDR Al Curr's amazing story of ejecting from an F-111 


LAC Aaron Curran 


THEY say the best thing to do 
if thrown from a horse is to get 
straight back on, but what if you 
were thrown 500 feet from an 
out-of-control aircraft at high 
speed? 

Just ask WGCDR Al Curr 
from 82WG 

Known as ‘the ejection’, 
the traumatic incident occured 
on August 24, 1979, when 
then FLTLT Al Curr and pilot 
FLGOFF Mark Kelly were part 
of a 1SQN F-111 maritime 
exercise in New Zealand. 

WGCDR Curr's aircraft, 
A8-137, was part of a four-ship 
take off from Ohakea near 
Wellington. 

"It had been raining heavily 
for three days and it was flood- 
ing onto the left side of the run- 
мау“ he recalled. 

"Most runways have a 
‘crown’ in the middle and the 
water runs off the sides. This 
particular runway had the drain 
on one-half of the left side of 
the runway, so all the water ran 
there. Half-way down the run- 
way a big puddle, that we knew 
nothing about, formed in wet 
conditions." 

The first two of the four air- 
craft took off by going on the 
right side of the runway. Then it 
was 137's turn. 

“Just before the nose wheel 
made rotate speed at 135 
knots, it hit this huge puddle 
and sprayed massive amounts 
of water into the intakes caus- 
ing both engines to stall,” 
WGCDR Curr said. 

“We couldn't stop because 
the wheels were just hydroplan- 
ing and even though we applied 


maximum braking, we only lost 
30 knots of speed in 5000 feet 
of runway.’ 

WGCDR Curr placed his 
hand on the ejection handle 
shortly after the engines stalled 
because he knew they were not 
going to stop and coming up 
fast was the end of the runway 
with a 200ft drop. 

“| knew | should have 
pulled it straight away but I just 
couldn't do it,” he said. 

"I was hoping beyond hope 
that something would happen — 
| don't know what — maybe the 
hand of God would stop us and 
say ‘be more careful next time 
боуѕ'" 

Just before the end of the 
runway WGCDR Curr pulled 
the handle and the rocket motor 
fired, burning the grass at the 
end of the runway. 

^| remember the bang and 
then blacked out because we 
were pulling 20Gs," he said. 

“It shot us 500ft in the air 
and then all the magic worked 
up there in the clouds. We 
popped out of the cloud cover 
with parachutes deployed." 

He came around and all he 
could see was smoke and fire 
below. It was then that WGCDR 
Curr thought they were going 
to land in the burning wreck of 
the F-111. 

“| was heavier than Mark 
so we drifted to the right, land- 
ing at 15Gs next to the wreck,” 
WGCDR Curr said. 

"It was like jumping off a 10 
metre roof tied to a wooden 
chair.” 

WGCDR Curt was injured 
but not as bad as FLGOFF 
Kelly who suffered crushed ver- 
tebrae in his back and thoracic 
crushes as well. 
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He said he got out first 
and saw the aircraft exploding 
everywhere with chaff and fuel 
going up. 

“| took off and then stopped 
and thought | could not leave 
Mark behind so | went back, 
opened his canopy and fork- 
lifted him out,” he said. 

“He weighed 150 pounds 
and | couldn't normally lift 30 
pounds in that manner, so it 
just goes to show what you 
can do with adrenalin running 
through your veins.” 

Due to the shock and adren- 
alin, he went to lay FLGOFF 
Kelly on the ground but noticed 
there was water on the ground, 
so then he ran past the module 
and put him on the parachute. 

*| put him down and then 
went protective, not thinking 
what | was doing,” he said. 

“So when the medics arrived 
| stood up and pushed the first 
guy away.” 

WGCDR Curr went back 
and lay beside FLGOFF Kelly 
to make sure he was OK. 

"| then felt a hand on my 
back. It was a reservist doctor 
who said "it's OK son, we've got 


shock beside him” 


It was like 
jumping 
off a 10 
metre roof 
tied toa 
wooden 
chair. 
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Other lucky escapes ==. 


> Pilot CAPT William Baker (USAF) and navigator FLTLT David 
Clarkson ejected from A8-136 on April 28, 1977 at Guyra 
NSW. This was the RAAF’s first F-111 loss 
Pilot WGCDR Dave Rogers and navigator FLTLT Pete Grawdet 
ejected at 2700ft and 226 knots from A8-141 on October 25 


1978 at RNZAF Base Ohakea, New 


aland. This was the 


same location where WGCDR Curr and FLGOFF Kelly ejected 


two years later. 
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ON DECEMBER 3, the iconic F-111 was 
consigned to the history books and gone 
forever, along with a man whose name has 
always been associated with this famous 
aircraft. 

WGCDR AI Curr, after more than 42 
years' service to the Air Force, retires on 
December 10. 

He was flying missions as a navigator 
over Vietnam more than three years before 
the first F-111 touched down on Australian 
soil, but once he sat in the cockpit of the 
Pig there was no turning back. 

"Only one-and-a-half years after joining 
the RAAF in 1967, | was flying Canberras 
and dropping bombs over South Vietnam 
with 2SQN,” WGCDR Curr said. 

“As a 20-year-old it was a boy's great 
adventure.” 

He said the Canberra performed admi- 
rably in that environment but was terribly 
uncomfortable. 

"It had awful air-conditioning and was 
hot, rough and uncomfortable at low level,” 
he said. 

“So when | saw the F-111s arrive in 
1973 | thought | had better get myself 
posted to them.” 

Then, in 1974, WGCDR Curr was on the 
second conversion course for the F-111 
and served from 1975 to 1979 with 1SQN. 

“On my first flight Їп ап F-111 | thought: 
a radar, great visibility, beautifully air- 
conditioned and comfortable,” WGCDR 
Curr said. 

"It was full of technological marvels 
that we had never seen before. it had new 
avionics, ground mapping radar, terrain 
following radars, variable geometry and 
integrated electronic warfare systems." 

He said while the Canberra bounced 
around at low level, the F-111 was the 
smoothest ride he could have imagined. 

"It was amazing how wonderful the 
F-111 was at low level — fast, on the Terrain 
Following Radar and at day or night it was 
a formidable capability," he said. 

"Aircraft these days don’t fly low and 
fast like the F-111 and | still say, even 
today, if | had to fly low level fast, with a 
big load of bombs and down in the weeds, 
| would rate my chances in the Pig." 

Although he understands why it was 
retired, he still said it was a sad day and 
more so for him because the F-111 was the 
aircraft that he dramatically ejected out of 
at take-off speed in New Zealand in 1979. 

"| think people know me because | was 
there at the beginning, have been around 
so long and also the ejection in New 
Zealand,” WGCDR Curr said, 

"| was a bit of a character when | was 
a younger bloke, but eventually made 
A-Category and then in the early 1980s and 
90s went on to other postings to East Sale, 
Canberra, Malaysia, Air Command and East 
Timor." 

Finally back at Amberley in 2001, 
WGCDR Curr has been there ever since and 
recently became the project officer for the 
F-111 retirement —a fitting job for him. 

"| have enjoyed the Air Force," he said. 
"The F-111 is gone and so am |. The full 
circle has been run." 
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OING from one of the most 

public and contentious De- 

fence acquisitions of all time 

to the most loved and recoa- 

nisable figure of the RAAF, 
the F-111 has come a long way. 

Originally a child of the USAF's 
Tactical Fighter Experimental 
Program, it was mislabelled a ‘fighter’ 
because of the program's name, even 
though it was designed to be a tacti- 
cal strike bomber 

The F-111 first took to the skies in 
1964 and by April 1966 the program 
was reviewed. 

Approvals for the USAF's FB-111A 
version included extended wings, 

a strengthened undercarriage and 
higher operating weights; these fea- 
tures were added to the F-111A and 
designated the F-111C. 

For the USAF and RAAF, the 
F-111 was a replacement for the 
F-105 Thunderchief and Canberra 
bomber respectively. 

1 and 6SQNs had been operating 
the Canberra since the 1950s and 
their use-by date was fast approach- 
ing, so in October 1963, 24 unique-to- 
Australia F-111Cs were ordered. 

Deliveries were planned for 1967, 
but the handover ceremony did not 
take place until September 1968. 

Then the problems started to get 
worse 

Three weeks after the handover 
ceremony, the 11th F-111 crashed. 

As the F-111 was the first opera- 
tional aircraft to have variable sweep 
wings (also known as swing wings), 
there were initial problems with the 
wing carry-through box, which is the 
large assembly to which the wings are 
attached by steel pivot pins. 

It was decided that the delivery 
of all the Australian F-111s would be 
delayed due to modifications. 

But by 1969, 15 US aircraft had 
been lost and it was decided to put 
them into storage to undergo a 'recov- 
ery' program. 

By early 1970 there was constant 
bad press about the F-111 project 
from the media to politicians who 
opposed the project, and the general 
public. 

Adding to the pessimism were the 
rapidly increasing costs and continual 
problems with the aircraft. 

It was 1974 that was suggested as 
a likely year for delivery and as a con- 
sequence the Government negotiated 
the lease of 24 F-4E Phantoms. It was 
at this low point that it looked like the 
whole project might be cancelled. 

Then, after all the trials, tribulations 
and heartache of the F-111's birth, on 
June 1, 1973, the first of six F-111Cs 
landed at RAAF Base Amberley. 

Once delivery of all 24 aircraft was 
completed in December that year, the 
criticisms of this unique, capable and 
deadly aircraft disappeared from the 
public arena. 

Its history since 1973 has been 
one of achievement and the F-111 
has delivered a deterrent that has 
kept Australia safe for 37 years. 
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YEARS: WHAT A RIDE 
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| : , : | nes ^ pow - Eight aircraft were lost and 10 crew (including one USAF pilot on 
ordered in October 1963 by the Menzies | гб v^ ci ныш di inti аны exchange) were killed over the past 37 years of F-111 operations. 


Government. 
А z > SQNLDR John Holt and FLTLT Phillip Noordink in aircraft 
The first pre-production F-T11A was to fly A8-133 on September 29, 1977 at Evans Head, NSW. 


жоне ыры р уш: > FLTLT Stephen M. Erskine and САРТ G S. Angell ( 
= $ ephen M. Erskine an regory S, Angell (on 

ЖАН iis окоти enn y Sees Rats : : * à é | exchange from the USAF) in aircraft A8-139 on January 28, 
sped ў : í ki d aa E Де усыз) h OBS УА. mage ra a Е 1986 over the ocean off Moruya, NSW. 

Iu лу луд ке oer oet : FLTLT Mark Fallon and FLGOFF William Pike in aircraft 
Green and Harry Walton) ofan RAAF а ay Ce ue с 48-128 on April 2, 1987 at Tenterfield, NSW. 
F-111 occurred on September 5, 1968. uc Pere c «та Ш s Besa: ges. ERU ск ee AQ FLTLT Jeremy McNess and FLTLT Mark Cairns-Cowan in air- 
On December 22. 1969. an F-111A рее релш Ee А SAE { ba T : zs EY IUD craft A8-127 on September 13, 1993 at Guyra, NSW. 
crashed and was destroyed. The mission ро pene m 2 (es ee SQNLDR Anthony Short and SQNLDR Stephen Hobbs in air- 
had heen the operational testing of rock- e oe til ae E EMT craft A8-291 on April 18, 1999 on Aur Island, Malaysia 
ets on the Nellis ranges. Ў Bach 


On June 22, 1970, a deal to lease 24 F-4E 
Phantoms as an interim measure was 
announced. 


The Phantoms were delivered between 
June and December 1973. 

The first 6 F-111Cs arrived at Amberley 
on June 1. 1973 with the last ones arriv- 
ing on December 4 that year 


Serial numbers A8-125 to A8-148 were 
allocated. 


Four aircratt were converted to recon- 
naissance platforms between 1979 and 
1980. The first was on August 22, 1979. 
Four F-111As acquired as attrition 
replacements from the USAF were modi- 
fied to F-111C standard and delivered in 
1982. 


In October 1992, 15 F-111Gs were pur- 
chased from the USAF. 


The total RAAF ‘fiying fleet was now 43 
aircraft. 


In 1998, the RAAF became the sole oper- 
ator of the F-111. 


The Avionics Upgrade Program (AUP) 
started upgrading the avionics from ana- 
logue to digital standards in 1994 and 
finished in 1996. 


The Block Upgrade Program (BUP) was 


then used to introduce a new stand-off into RAAF Base Amberley in April, 1997; above, a lone 
э инс: and electronic warfare capabil- № jet over the ocean in August, 1992. Photos: Mal Lancaster 


MEMORIES: Above, aircrew celebrate the arrival of the last F-111 
aircraft from the USA at RAAF Base Amberley in December, 1973. 
Right, an F-111 refuelling from a KC-135 tanker in the 1980s. 


RLY ARRIVAL: A8-128 on its ferry flight from the U 
NSW. 


The aircraft was subsequently lost at тегі 
with its.two crew (see the roll of honour, far righ 


The only operational deployment was 

over East Timar in 1999. The strike fight- 

ers were put on high alert during the FROM THE GROUND UP: 

early days of the Australian led interven- Above, F-111 aircraft technicians 
lion into East Timor in September 1999, working on a jet in the 1980s. 
performing several reconnaissance mis- vx 

sions over the then Indonesian province. 


Australian F-111s have participated 
in exercises throughout Australia. 


= s ПА " Malaysia, Singapore, New Zealand, the 
к veg do vs Philippines and the United States. 
2 RY í Lun! ' A d X. ` 
[ лгы М. ЕАК : АБАШ In November 2003. the announcement 
T first batch was made that the F-111s would be 
of F-111s retired in late 2010. | ргы РЕ... 
at Amberley In 2007. the F-111Gs were retired. Sie | >: bm 
from Fort On August 5, 2008, all F-111 maintenance 
Worth, Texas, merged into 6SQN and in November 
in June 1973. 2008 the process was completed when 


all F-111 aircraft and aircrew workforces 
amalgamated into BSQN. 

In November 2009, the las! deep mainte- 
nance job an A8-135 was 

completed. 


Do 
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PIG FACTS 


F-111s that served in the 
RAAF from 1973-2010: 
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HE BONEYARD 
THE WRANGLER SAYS : 


"She's all yours mate” was the 
message to Australia painted on the 
fin of A8-272 hy the USAF'S Craw 5 
before the aircraft made its ferry to 
Amberley in 1994 from the Davis- 
Monthan Air Force Base in Arizona 
{known as the Boneyard). This 
message became part of the Boneyard 
Wrangler's well-known decal. 


ONE OF A KIND: 

Above, the Boneyard 

Wrangler emblem on 
A8-272. Photo: courtesy 


RAAF Museum 


NEW HOME: Right, the Boneyard 
Wrangler being lifted off the truck at 
the RAAF Museum last year, and 
below, on its way to Point Cook. 
Phatos: LAC Scott Woodward 


AIR FORGE and the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) continue to 
work together to assist the deseal/ 
reseal workers and their families. 

During 2008 and 2009, a 
Parliamentary Inquiry examined the 
health and compensation issues 
surrounding F-111 deseal/reseal 
workers and their families and other 
F-111 fuel tank maintenance work- 
ers, with particular reference to the 
unique fuselage repair work under- 
taken and the health risks involved. 

The government tabled its 
response in May 2010. implement- 
ing new measures to address the 
needs of F-111 fuel tank main- 
tenance workers who have been 
adversely affected by their service. 

These new measures mean that 
an extra 2400 F-111 fuel tank main- 
tenance workers are able to gain 
simpler access to health care and 
statutory compensation where their 
health has been adversely affected 
by conditions linked to F-111 
deseal/reseal, 

A range of support services are 
available to the maintenance work- 
ers and their familles, and other 
personnel employed at RAAF Base 
Amberley at the time of the F111 
deseal/reseal programs. 

Any person who believes they 
have suffered health effects fram 
their involvement in the F-111 


to rectify fuel leak issues on the 
aircraft. 

This repair work was carried 
out by F-111 fuel tank maintenance 
workers — with the major repairs 
occurring in the formal deseal/ 
reseal programs but also through 
ad hoc maintenance at the opera- 
tional squadrons. 

There were four formal deseal/ 
reseal programs conducted, in 
1977-1982, 1985-1992, 1991-1993 
and 1996-1999. They used a range 
of techniques and chemicals and 
involved personnel working for long 
periods inside the tanks, 

In late 1999, the fuel tank repair 
section at Amberley became con- 
cerned at the health effects being 
experienced by members of the 
section. In February 2000, a formal 
investigation was ordered by OC 
501WG. 

Later in 2000, a Board of Inquiry 
examined aspects of the four formal 
deseal/reseal programs in relation 
to health, chemical exposure and 
work practices. It researched more 
than 1.5 million documents, cover- 
ing a period of 27 years and took 
statements from over 650 individu- 
als. It produced 53 recommenda- 
lions, all of which were accepted by 
Air Force. 


For more information, visit the 


LAC Aaron Curran 


ONE favourite F-111 story is that 
of the ‘Boneyard Wrangler’, a 

'G' model rescued from certain 
destruction to serve the RAAF for 
more than 10 years. 

it had the serial A8-272, which 
combined the A8 Australian des- 
ignator for all F/RF-111C variants 
and the last three digits of its origi- 
nal USAF serial, 68-0272. 

The Wrangler was originally 
an FB-111A built for the USAF's 
Strategic Air Command, then 
later converted to G standard 
through the Avionics Modernisation 
Program for service with Tactical 
Air Command. 

It ended up being stored at 
the Aerospace Maintenance and 
Regeneration Centre (AMARC) 
at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
(AFB), Arizona, known as the 
‘Boneyard’, before it was rescued 
by the RAAF. 

Of the 15 F-111s purchased by 
the RAAF in 1992, the Wrangler 
was the only one stored at AMARC 
— the others were still in service 
with the USAF at Cannon AFB in 
New Mexico. 

The Wrangler stood out due to 
it being the only F-111 to fly out of 
AMARC. The only other aircraft to 
depart the Boneyard ended up as 
target drones. 

In recognition of this fact it was 
affectionately named the Boneyard 
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Wrangler and a distinctive emblem 
was then painted on its vertical tail 
fin (pictured left). 

On May 6, 1994, it left 
McClellan AFB for Australia via 
Hickham AFB Hawaii, and Pago 
Pago, American Samoa. 

On May 10, GPCAPT Dave 
Dunlop and FLTLT Dave Riddel 
landed A8-272 at RAAF Base 
Amberley where it joined 6SQN to 
serve in an aircrew training role. 

The RAAF's F-111Gs ceased 
flying on September 3, 2007. 

With its unique history, the 
Boneyard Wrangler was the obvi- 
ous choice for the RAAF Museum 
at Point Cook. On May 1, 2009, 
A8-272 was safely delivered by 
road to its final resting place. 

Director RAAF Museum Dave 
Gardner said the F-111 forms part 
of a new ‘Strike Hangar’ exhibit, 
дие to open to the public in coming 
months. 

The renovated hangar will 
showcase the Air Force’s strike 
capability, with a Phantom and 
Canberra bomber also on show, 
as well as a selection of technical 
items associated with the aircraft. 

“The F-111 has generated 
a great deal of interest in the 
Melbourne area since arriving at 
the Museum,” Mr Gardner said. 

“We have been inundated with 
calls from people wanting to see it. 

“Thankfully, they won't have to 
wait much longer, with the Strike 
Hangar due to open very soon? 


AFFECTED: Buster Todd, a former 
4B2SQN airframe fitter and F-111 
deseal/reseal worker from 1973 to 


fuel tank maintenance program is 

encouraged to contact DVA. 
From the F-111's arrival in 

Australia in 1973, RAAF needed 


DVA F-111 website at http:// 
f111.dva,gov,au/index.htm, email 
fi1tenquiriesQdva.gov.au or call 
1800 555 323. 


1976. Photo: LAC Aaron Curran 
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WITH the retirement of the 
F-111, the city of Ipswich has 
lost its unofficial mascot and 
no one is sadder than its lively 
mayor, Cr Paul Ріѕаѕаіе, 

Cr Pisasale is a self-con- 
fessed 'tragic' when it comes to 
the mighty swing wing that has 
graced the skies above Ipswich 
for nearly 40 years. 

"Some people are golf or 
rugby league tragics — | am an 
F-111 tragic,” he said. 

“In 2004 | had the honour 
of going for a ride in an F-111 
and all | remember is being told 
‘don’t touch anything" ^" 

He said it was one of the 
most exciting, yet terrifying 
things that has happened to 
him. He discovered that in his 
job he can afford to make a mis- 
take — in the F-111 you can't. 

"| also had the honour of 
going in the Super Hornet after 
it arrived,” Cr Pisasale said. 

"But the biggest honour was 
reserved for our city when 202 
landed — it was called The City 
of Ipswich." 

He said since 1973 Ipswich 
had been proud to have had 
the honour of looking after the 
F-111. "The pilots, crews and 

_their families have been, and 
always will be a part of our com- 
munity,” he said. 

"We know what it is like to 
be on deployment and to feel 
the hardships associated with 
that and the postings. During 
the belly landing in 2006 when 
the aircraft was circling the city, 
everyone was anxious, It was 
one of those dates that sticks in 
my mind.” 

He said every time an F-111 


LAC Aaron Curran 


THERE are many individual 
people and families with stories 
about their association with the 
F-111 and one great example 
is that of the Thomas family. 
WOFF Paul Thomas from 
26SQN and his brothers, 
SQNLDR Ken, SGT Matt, 
Garth (SGT ret'd) and their late 
father WOFF Joe, have collec- 
tively had involvement with the 
aircraft for 42 years. 
It started with Joe who 
joined the RAAF in 1953 as 
an engine fitter and was on 
the historic flight from Canada 


An F-111 tragic 
and proud of it 


flew over the city the residents 
felt proud and were going to 
miss it not being in the sky. 

"At times | felt other may- 
ors | have spoken to who host 
Defence didn't understand; they 
just heard the noise, but didn't 
see the people. 

"We didn't call it noise; we 
called it the sound of freedom,” 
he said. 

He was over the moon that 


two F-111s were to be kept 
there and wants to put pictures 
of them on a welcome sign to 
the city. 

“This year, people have 
been telling me that they have 
seen the last dump and burn 
here and there and | reckon it 
has had more comebacks than 
Johnny Farnham," he said. 

"Every time the F-111 went 
and did Riverfire over Brisbane, 


in uniform 
in 1989; 
right, Paul 
working 
onan 
F-111 at 
Amberley 
in 1982. 


Special link for bomber brothers 


with the first Caribous and later 
served in Vietnam. 

"Dad's first involvement with 
the F-111 was with the 3AD 
F-111 Engine Section in 1968, 
although the aircraft didn't 
arrive until 1973. 

"For our family the F-111 
played a major part in our 
childhood and RAAF careers, 
starting with Dad being posted 
to Amberley at the beginning of 
the aircraft's service and end- 
ing with our youngest brother 
Matt being there at the епа? 

Of the four brothers, three 
joined as engine fitters and Ken 
joined as a navigator in 1977. 

In 1978, Joe tragically died 
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at the age of 42. "Dad did not 
get to see the legacy he had 
started,” Paul said. 

“Ironically, our family involve- 
ment with the jets totals 42 
years. In some way, to us at 
least, the retirement of the 
F-111 will truly be the end of 
an era.” 

You could write a book on 
the Thomas brothers' recol- 
lections and experiences with 
the Pig, but they do all have a 
common theme — childhood 
memories. 

“It was funny in class at 
Amberley Primary because 
those who grew up with it would 
be almost oblivious to the 


the people of Ipswich said 'we 
are lending you our plane’” 

He said the city has now 
thrown all its support behind 
the Super Hornet and with the 
closing of one chapter, it is the 
opening of another. 

"We have a motto here in 
Ipswich: If you don't like the 
noise, shift? Cr Pisasale said. 

"Goodbye, Pig; we are gonna 
miss ya.” 


noise; Matt said. *However the 
new students would struggle to 
hear the teacher.” 

Ken's infatuation with the 
F-111 led to him designing and 
making a scale balsa wood 
model including swing wings. 

"I still have it today,” Ken 
said. "| said to my mates at the 
time ‘I’m going to fly them one 
day’ and of course | was lucky 
enough to do that five years 
later" 

Matt said the F-111 had 
provided common ground for 
discussion among the brothers 
at various times in their lives. 

"I am sure this will continue 
into the future; he said. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28927641 


TEAMWORK: 1 


Nothing like a 
little friendly 
Pig rivalry 


LAC Aaron Curran 
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The greatest 
party trick 
WHAT A CRACKER: T 3 1 2 
lights up as an F-111 performs a spe at ever. 
dump and burn in 1990 to mark 


anniversary celebrations of the o — WGCDR Al Curr, 82WG 


Story Bridge in Brisbane. 
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than by its capabilitie 
istralia 
dump and burn — or 
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Once 

2 es per second 

when the F-111 is 
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International Air Show at Avalon 
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> Upto 400 aircrew and 


FLASHBAC 


Andrew Stackpool 


“ONE OF the more memorable 
Pig stories of recent years was 
the successful wheels up “belly 
landing” at RAAF Base Amberley 
in 2006. 

» The spectacular emergency 

landing of an F-111 with crippled 
ding gear made national news 
on July 18 and labelled the jet's 
crew as heroes. 

The crew comprised the pilot, 
6SQN's FLGOFF (now FLTLT) 
Peter Komar, who was undergoing 
his operational conversion to the 
type, with only 70 hours in F-111s, 
and 1SQN navigator FLTLT (now 
SQNLDR) Luke Warner, an expe- 
rienced navigator with 1250 hours 
on the F-111. 

It was their skill, training and 
cool heads in the air, together with 
support from the ground, that pre- 
vented a potential disaster. 

SQNLDR Warner said that they 
were unaware there was a prob- 
lem initially. 

"The first we knew was when 
Air Traffic Control told us the main 
landing gear had remained on the 
runway; essentially, the port wheel 
had fallen off" 

FLTLT Komar said they realised 


remembers 


lem" on their hands. 
^| felt some disbelief, a 
bit of a sinking feeling. | 
never thought l'd face this 
so soon after basic 
training.” 
Training and dis- 
cipline quickly took 
over as they turned 
their attention to 
recovering the air- 
craft. 
“We started to go 
through our check 
lists pretty quickly 
and to discuss the 
various options. At 
the same time we let 
Ops know back on 
the ground so they 
could start thinking 
through the problem 
as well. No 1 [the 
lead aircraft] did a great job, too, 
coming back and taking care of 
Air Traffic Control and the like so 
we could concentrate on the job at 
hand," SONLDR Warner said, 
They had two primary options. 
to land with the wheels up or try to 
land with the undercarriage down. 
The preferred option was wheels 
up, because “wheels-down had 


they had “a pretty serious 
oe 


too many variables”. 
The crew climbed to 
15,000 feet and orbited 
Amberley for the next 
three hours, while 
senior F-111 pilots, 
navigators and engi- 
neers on the ground 
flew a number of pos- 
sible recovery models 
in the simulator, before 
attempting the wheels- 
up landing shortly after 
2.10pm. 

Meanwhile, base 
emergency person- 
nel prepared for the 
jets arrival, including 

streaming arrestor wires and posi- 
tioning fire rescue and medical 
teams. 

The aircraft made three prac- 
lice approaches and then two 
attempts. FLTLT Komar said 
he aborted the first approach 
because they were a bit high. The 
second was a straight-in, low-level 
approach at 3 to 4 metres altitude. 


He said to do so went against 
every natural instinct to gain alti- 
tude for the landing as they picked 
up the wire and the jet settled. 

"It was a moment of great relief 
for both of us, an awesome feel- 
ing to get out of that aircraft and 
walk away; we were pretty happy,” 
SQNLDR Warner said. 

FLTLT Kornar agreed. "| was 
pretty relieved as we picked up the 
cable,” he said. 

"Short of the cable snapping, 
all of our decisions had been 
made. All we had to do was shut 
the engines down and jump out. | 
was very relieved to be running on 
solid ground. 

“It was great having the guys 
on the ground working with us as 
a team to come up with a solution. 
The plan worked well, everyone 
did a fantastic job and I'm proud it 
all went so well.” 

FLTLT Komar was sub- 
sequently awarded a CAF's 
Commendation for his role in 
recovering the aircraft that day. 


Thanks for the all the laughs, Howie 


FORMER Air Force News cartoonist and aircraft life support fitter FSGT 
Darrin Howe tickled the funny bones of readers in the 1990s with his col- 
lection of drawings of Air Force aircraft and personnel, often featuring the: 
F-111. The talented cartoonist, who discharged from the Air Force in June 
last year after 22 years' service, became a regular favourite for his cartoon 
column, "Tales from the Sharp End", which began in October 1993. 
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20.000 maintainers 
trained and worked on the 
F-111 


The fleet comprised 24 
F-111Cs, 4 F-111As con- 
verted to F-111C stand- 
ards, and 15 F-111Gs (see 
the full aircraft list on 
Page 8). 


Maximum speed: Mach 
2.5; maximum ceiling: 
50.000 feet; maximum 
unrefuelled range: 
5950km 


Wingspan (extended): 
21.33 metres, length: 
22.4 metres, height 5.22 
metres 


Six hardpoints under the 
wings could carry 2268kg 
of bombs each. 


Engines are Pratt & 
Whitney TF30 turbofans. 


Early in its career, the 
aircraft became affection- 
alely known as the ‘Pig’ 
for its ability to operate 
at night with its ‘nose in 
the weeds’, thanks ta its 
terrain-following radar. 


The cockpit module was 
a unique design in that 

it ejected as a complete 
entity (not just the seat 
and pilot), thus serving 
as an escape vehicle and 
shelter an land and water 


With its airframe.engine, 

avionics and we 1S 

upgrades. throughout 

its service in the RAAF 

the F-111 remained the 

fastest, longest-ranging 
at aircraft in the 

Asia-Pacific region. 

The F-111 was the first 

production aircraft to 

| porate the variable 
p wing (A ble 

( etry). A swept wing 

linking up with the hori- 
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DA BOMB: A 6SQN F-111 
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uiia Опе last look at the Pig „а 


LIFTOFF: An F-111 taking off at RAAF Base Townsville 

on Exercise Talisman Sabre in 2003, above, and RMAF 

Base Butterworth on Exercise Bersama Padu in 2006, lett. 
Photos: CPL Melina Mancuso and SGT Jack Pritchard, RAF 


MANY FACETS: A montage 

of an F-111 on the flightline of 

RMAF Base Butterworth during 

Exercise Bersama Lima 2008. 
Photo: LAC Scott Woodward 
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